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Stories of Singapore’s major
businesses told in new book

Jasmine Osada

The first phone call to Singapore
was connected in 1879 by a compa-
ny called the Oriental Telephone
and Electric Company. More than
130 years later, it is now a house-
holdname here - Singtel.

This and other stories of the big
brands and organisations that have
helped build Singapore - including
DBS Bank, Keppel Corporation and
Singapore Airlines - take centre
stage in a new coffee table book
launchedby the Singapore Manage-
ment University (SMU) last Friday.

Titled Singapore At 50: The Busi-
ness Of Nation Building, the 300-
page book chronicles the mile-
stones of 17 major companies and
industries during the country’s
first five decades ofindependence.

PSA’s story takes readers back to
the early days of Singapore as a free
port to the company’s successful ef-
fortsin turning Singapore into aglo-
bal shipping hub.

The book traces the history of KK
Women’s and Children’s Hospital,
noting itsestablishmentas the Fifth
General Hospital in 1858, and its
worldrecord-breaking year in 1966
when it saw 39,835 births - the
most for a single maternity facility.

“The organisations featured in
the book were selected to show-
case the transformation of Singa-
pore over the past 50 years... to a
First World nation, the pride of
Asia,” said Professor Philip Zerril-
lo,SMU’s Dean of Postgraduate Pro-
fessional Programmes and execu-
tive director of the Centre of Man-
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Professor Arnoud De Meyer (right), SMU president, presenting a copy of the
book to Dr Mohamad Maliki Osman, Minister of State for National Development
and Defence, and Mayor, South East District, last Friday. ST PHOTO: YEO KAl WEN

agement Practice (CMP), which
published the book written by its
members and SMU faculty.

He said the idea for the book
came up two years ago as his CMP
team wanted to mark Singapore’s
Golden]Jubileeand SMU’s 15th anni-
versary. “We wanted to present
something timeless and valuable

that future generations, and the
rest of the world, could learn from
the Singaporeanstory.”

Thebookisavailable at $69 at Ki-
nokuniya, SMU Shop, Booklink
SMU, Select Books (e-store), and
NUS Co-operative bookstore.
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