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ICA foils
99,700

smuggling
attempts

Record number of detections
in 2013 linked to better
policing and enforcement

By WALTER 5IM

ATION officials battled arecord number of
attempts to smuggle contraband items into Singa-
pore last year.

Some 99,700 cases were detected in 2013, re-
flecting a 24.3 per cent surge over the 80,200 in
2012, according to the annual statistics report re-
leased by the Immigration and Checkpoints Authori-
ty (ICA) yesterday. The previous peak was in 2011,
‘when 80,800 cases surfaced.

Among the items found last year were unproc-
essed bird’s nest, firecrackers and weapons like nin-
jastars and knuckle dusters, as well as duty-unpaid
cigarettes and controlled drugs.

“While smugglers invent new ways of conceal-
ment, they also use old tricks to escape detection,”
said the ICA. “Unfortunately for them, experienced
officers are able to spot telltale indicators and sue-
eessfully thwart the smuggling attempts.”

i Uni ity law lecturer
Eugene Tan, who studies soclal and immigrationis-
sues, said the greater number of detections iz are-

sult of deeper policing and better enf; t
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said: “We should not be unduly alarmed, unless the
mumber continues to increase by leaps and bounds.
Then it might suggest systemic issues at play.”

Meanwhile, the overall number of arrests of im-
migration offenders - illegal immigrants and over -
stayers - fell to a I3-year low of 2,530 last year. De-
tails of their nationalities were not avai

Mr Tan attributed the downward trend to effec-
tive policing. He said: “It's no mean feat, giventhat
the economy continues to hum along all thess
years. This would make it very attractive for eco-

i but synd or individuals think-
ing of entering Singapore illegally probably have re-
alised that it is not an easy option.”

The number of harbourers nabbed last year tri-
pled to 233, from 77 in 2012. The number of employ-
erscaught for hiring offenders also more than dou-
bled to 97, from 41, over the same period.

The ICA, which is now in charge of all such inves-
tigations, said the offenders are mainly hired in the
food and beverage and construction industries, and
move from job to job to avoid getting caught.

Mr Kurt Wee, president of the Assoclation of
Small and Medium Enterprises, said most employ-
erswere law -abiding. He said: “We're talking

w

about houldn’t be in busi inthe
first place to resort to such a practice. They're prob-
ably di or have underpriced their services.”

The ICA attributed the jump to community in-
volvement drives and a close working relationship
‘with other enforcement agencies.

A total of 284 people were also convicted of
ﬁ.ammuril@e—rdated offences last year.
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