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Youth worry about
rising costs and jobs

Nine out of 15 interviewed concerned
they won’t be able to buy a flat and car

By RACHEL AU-YONG
and MARYAM MOKHTAR

YOUNG people here are anxious
about achieving a First World
standard of living amidrising
costs and moreintense competi-
tion for jobs andat work.

These worries contribute tore-
gretsamong some inbeing born
toolate to enjoy the leap in stand-
ards of living of their parents’
time, theysaidinresponse to
Prime MinisterLee Hsien Loong’s
assurance on the matter.

In adialoguewithover 1,200
undergraduates at Nanyang Tech-
nological University (NTU) on
Tuesday evening, Mr Lee said
young Singaporeansneed not wor-
ryabout having a tougher time
than their parents because they
were born too late.

Withglobalisation and advane-
esintechnology, he said he ex-
pects the next 50 years to be an ex-
citing if uncertain time.

Yesterday, nine out of the 15

young people The Straits Timesin-
terviewed said they worried they
would not be able toaffordwhat
onecalled “basic goods”, namely
aflatandacar.

Finance professional Chong
Lingying, 24, said: “Things within
reach for my parents’ generation
are completely unimaginable for
me. Imight be earning alot more
thanmy father didat my age, but
Ican'taffordacarlike he did, let
alone ahomeanytime soon.”

Some undergraduates are more
worried about jobs. Ms Joyce Lee,
23, afinal-year geography student
atthe National University of Sin-
gapore (NUS), wonders about her
prospects in the sales and journal-
ism industries.

“There isa wider spectrumand
a greater number of things formy
generation to achievein,” she
said. “But everyone here also has
more knowledge andskills. Lifeis
going to get more competitive.”

Still, most of the 15inter-
viewedrecognised thatlife hereis
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good, andtherestis uptothem.

“It is about how hard vouwork
given youropportunities,” said
Ms Khor Si Hui, 23, who gradu-
ates from Oklahoma City Universi- |/
tythis year. ;

“Iknowan HDBflat is expen-
sive, butrather than worry about
that non-stop, Iwill save whatI
can each stepof the way. At least,
there s stillthe possibility of own-
ingone.”

Yetothers, like educational -

therapist HakimahManaf, 24, feel P Lo aseedyoung Siogaporeansaou the treat s st fonumbed

Ll

=

N

there are many opportunities. “I : .

want o chact nig own bitcianss, at Nanyang T onTuesdaynight.  STPHOTO: ADZHUSSIN

and there are many support sys-

tems... today for smallandmedi- whichcanresult in some formof Though the issue isnot amajor

um-sizedenterprises that were change by the Government.” concem now, it has the potential

not available before,” she said. But forthe country tocontinue tobecomeacriticaloneinthe
Some also said the countryhas  to succeed, two interviewees said  near future.”

come along way in terms of devel- Singapore mustaddress growing Still, young Singaporeans said

oping amore engagedcivilsociety xenophobia, fuelledinpartby a they want tobuild their nests

and greaterfreedomof speech. large influx of foreigners. here. Singapore Management Uni-
“We aremore willing to speak PM Lee also warned against versity business student Jocelyn

our mind - that is something that  this, and spoke out against abu- Chua, 23, aspires to a career in the

haschanged from our parents’ sivemobbehaviouronline, asseen lixury fashion industry, andit

makes more sense for her toseek
jobsin New York, London or Par-
Is. “But that would be aharddeci-

generation, where they feltthey
shouldn’trock the boat,” said Uni-
versity of Sydney student Christo-

intherecent Anton Caseycase.
‘Accountant Adillia Ayoub, 24,
said: “Xenophobiaisreally one

pher Kwong, 25. “We don’thave thing the Governmentneedsto sion because atthe endof the day,
fullfreedom of speech yet,butat  controlandlookinto. Socialme-  thisisstillhome,” she said.
leastthere are waystogiveyour ~ diahaschangedso drastically, rachelay&sph.com.sg

opinions through socialmedia, andnot necessarilyin a goodway. maryamm2 sph.com sg
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