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SMU makes
bold plans
to expand
university

School of humanities, applied maths
degree, residential college in the works

By SANDRA DAVIE
SENIOR EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

THE Singapore Management Uni-
versity (SMU) is moving beyond
being a business university to a
more comprehensive model with
new offerings in the humanities
and even applied mathematics.

Its 7,000 undergraduates in
business, law, information sys-
tems management, accountancy,
economics and social science will
be able to study subjects in histo-
ry, literature and philosophy
when a school of humanities is set
up in the next few years.

The university will also offer a
full degree course in applied math-
ematics, a field which trains stu-
dents to apply mathematical
knowledge to solve problems in
areas from finance to genomics.

Also on the cards is a short-
stay residential college, or “SMU
Village”, for students to incubate
their project ideas.

The university is in talks with
the relevant government agencies
to build the village, which will
have rooms to house 600 stu-
dents. A likely location is the car-
park behind the Peranakan Muse-
um at Armenian Street, which has
been earmarked for SMU’s future
development.

SMU'’s governing board chair-
man Ho Kwon Ping said the uni-
versity, set up in 2000 as a special-
ised business university modelled
on the American Wharton School
of Business, will be striking out in
a slightly different direction.

“We no longer see ourselves as
a specialised business school, but
one that stands out for its courses
and research in the management
of all fields including health care,
public policy and art,” he said.

“Going forward, we also want
to be rooted in the social, and nat-
ural sciences as well as the human-
ities, a comprehensive university
in the European sense.”

Applied mathematics comple-
ments the university’s course of-

ferings now and SMU already has
professors in the field, he added.

SMU president Arnoud De Mey-
er said the university was also
ready to “embrace” its location
within the city. “We don’t want
to be an academic island within
the city. We want to be part and
parcel of the city and be a change
agent within it,” he said, adding
that the university was planning
to undertake research and
projects that will impact the city.

On the plan to offer the human-
ities, he said: “If we want to devel-
op our students into leaders,
shouldn’t they know about the his-
tory, art, culture and literature of
the region?”

Mr Ho said SMU may offer a
degree in the liberal arts in future,
should the humanities courses
prove to be popular.

With a residential college,
project-based learning - exten-
sively used in the university - will
grow, said Professor De Meyer.

“The space will allow groups of
students to spend a few weeks to
a few months to live together,
incubate their projects and see
them to fruition.”

He added that his aim is for all
SMU students to spend some time
in the village, which will be ready
within the next five years.

“We want all our students to
have this residential experience,
just as all our students have some
form of overseas exposure... It
will build the ‘SMU difference’ in
our students,” he said, referring
to the reputation that his students
have gained among employers for
being more polished, outspoken
and articulate than their peers
from other local institutions.

Said Mr Ho of SMU’s next
phase of development: “We want
to do more than management. We
want to now grow beyond the
word ‘M’, just as MIT (Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology)
today is more than an institute of
technology.”
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