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Busy, 1 ese lawyers bnd thne to help:the disadm- I ttee legal aid By .- ..A - - Y -.- . - --.- 
EIGHTEEN cases taking over 
1,700 hours. That is the mount 
OfprobOnOnrorkcriminal 
lawyer Josephus Tan has camIed pro bono outthisyear. 
A d-confesd jwwiIe 

-nt, & 33-ya-0w 
c d m h l  lawyer of Patrick Tan 
L L C ~ i t i s h l s w a y o f  
repada! e. 

"My work is a mission to 

chancetorightthewrongsh 
their liyes," said Ah Tan. 

uMauypeop lehbe~me  

reject idea why I am so driven. It is 
because f .was &st helped, and 
nowiPLtimetoret.llrnthat 
W." 

CalledtotheBsrfn 
May 2009, he his campleted 

I Ladyers will have to offer free legal . 78 criminatpractkeshouldbe pro born cases. Mr Ta6said 

h o i i S t i c a n d ~ ~ y ~ H e  aid for 16 hours a year under proposal , , -, -, 
dhts his mobile rmmber and 

ByJoveEUU af the law," she said. r- to their callx 24/7. 
Last year, the Subordinate. RarIierthisyear,~actedfa 

ALTHOUGH about half of the Courts handlW 234,141 charges a youth f&dng mdtiple rape and 
Friminal offenders here are umep- and summom6es. One-third of fhe sexual ass@ charges agaiust 
resented in court, some of Singa- accused who claimed bid did not two teenage girls. It later 
pore's 4,200 lawyers recently said have a lhyer at the pm-trial con- transpired that his client was 
f h y  ate against the proposal of 16 f~ence  stage at which - lSmong mentang; impaired and had a 
compt~I~~ry hours of free legal other w e s  - the judge sets history of glue-- shemee.isWneedyaed 
work a pear. the tri+ date. MrTan && "Even thqugh &ally dhknbpd-who  ape 

plmehea-l=w=." *- may plegd *, 
With Miss Yeo's help, the regardlegs of whethsr they have 

Lawyers who attended a town- Thoge who face cap£tal charges the prasecution had urged a jail desperate for help. She waks at &XI was given a d o r y  committed the crime, so that 
hall meeting on Nov 27 told The in the EE@I Ghr t  are d of le- sent- of fme to 10 years with least 10 horrrs a day, yet has h e ~ o r d c r . ~ d  tbepcaaseroethejrseat~ 
Straits Times that the majority of gal representation under the Legal caning, my client was sen- found the to 'take eig@ Clas YTMr flatwas so small d and re- home. Many are 
those present were against mak- AssisZlmce -for Capital Of- to 18 m@hs (without cmb& cases €his par. there were about seven people unaware that h e  legd aid is 
ing free legal work compulsory. fences. M those faciug m-capi- at the mfotm&k training One involved a 17-year-old living in it. A few mattresses a h  applicable to foreigners." 

One of the lawyers present - tal charges who carmot afford a centre." Mpolardisotderderer werestackedupinthelivhg MrPjllai,directorm 
who did not want to be named - lawyer em seek he@ myhx Chs at Mr-Tan, known fqr his heart charged with mimid rorrm, and the only ektrical litigatim and dispute resplution 
estimated that 90 per cent of the the Law S d e t y  of Singipore's of gold, added: The Criminal inthkbtht an8 vahmtarily appbnceIsawwasanold at TanJinHwee LU=, spends 
lawyers at the tense meeting took Pro Bono Semkes m e .  w@ Aid (as) causing hurt - thoug@ the latbz refrigerator." c l ~ t 0 4 0 0 ~ o n p r 0 b o n o  , 
this stance. These applicants need to pass a ensure that only the most charsewas- hbr GopiWb Pillai, 42, helps work a gear. 
Mr Gopinath PiM, 42, chair- means test to qualifp for free legal gemhe d desmhg are Miss Yao, 26, an assdate poorer fo&$prs get a fair trial. He supports making pro 

man of the Criminal Legal Aid aid Iast pw, 245 offendm bene- granted aid No need for withRodyk&DaviasonW, HehaschairedClasforh' b o n o w o r k e o m ~ , ~ :  
Scheme (Claw), said he has seen Bed &om the scheme. As of lawyers to secand-guess their said: "The boy had taken a years, and said: u~ they get uA bigger pool of lawyers 
people pleading guiliy In court Nov 30, lawyers had' been as- dire personal cir-." knife, stood outside his into trouble (w&h the law), w o r l d D g p r o b o n o W m ~  
just because they did not have ac- s i p d  to 295 people for free. Youug lawyer Nadia Y& said w b o u r ' s  flat and waved it d some ate not a m  of their the pubk at large.': 
cess to lawyers or were " Under a proposed Comm that through prp bono work, the nejghbaur. He had alsq rights. . . .  =UI 
with their legal rights. kgal mes scheme, w b %  * '  + 

- - 
Lawyer Gloria James, 42, said tails were hued in a d i m d o n  - - Y111*ll 3 

some defendants are advised that paper by the Singapore Academy 
their offences are minor and they of Law ( S K I  on Oct 31, lawyers meeting, told The Straits Times: present, Mr Andrew Goh, 39, was work is contrived, and resembles nqdge towards what most fawyers 
do not need a lawyer as they must do 16 hours of free legal "It seems to be au oxymoron unhappy that the legal fraternity the Community Involvement Pro- are already incliued to do," said 
would only be fjned. But they are work each year for low-income when -'is forced to do charitp." had been picked to do c o m w r g  gramme (CIP) in school. . Mr N h  Chaa, 21, a --year 
not told of the consequencd of and disadvantaged Singapor-. ?those who were present were pro bono work. But the students from the Na- student at NUS, 
having a criminal record, ahe said. Lawyers could ful£il their hours not happy. And I think those who "i am against the idea of mak- tional Univexsib of Singapore Mr Victor h i ,  21, a ht-year 

She said pro born wprk should by taking on cnIminal cases or pro- turned up for the meeting were al- fng it compulsory for a sector in (NUS) and Sbgapore Manage- SMU student, agreed: "(The 
be made compolsoxy for junior viding advice at legal Wcs. SAL ready doing pro bono workn add- Singapore to sole a wider social rnent U n i m  (SMU) admow- scheme) wwld be a good start in 
lawyers with up to three years in asked the legal hatemity and pub- ed Mr Delaney, who does such problem," said Mr Goh, who also ledgd that it is a positbe step. iacnlcating h lawyers the impor- 
practice. lic for feedback by N w  21. work. He estimated that 30 la*- does some pro bono work. "Having a bare quota to fulfil tance of service." 

"They would need to be ex- Lawyer Barry Delaney, in his yers attended the meeting. The feeling among law stu- will be analogous to the CIP sys- 1'- 
posed to all the different practiceg 608, who attended the townhall Another lawyer who was dents is that compulmry pro bono tern... But it w d d  (dl) be a AMthd by lr PoL 
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