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NEW 
WRITERS 
FOR FEST 

This year's Writers Fest dePplte festlvak- h a d w  to  WY to  
access most of the events. The record 

will feature literary stars ~ ~ ~ ~ y t ; o ~ ~ ~ o q , b u t m o s t  

and emerging voices ~ l ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~  YW, t h e r e d b e  

in Singapore a Featlvd P~58 d at SiS that wvers 
entry to  mote E l 0 0  m n t s ,  such as 
p d  discusshs and meet-the-dhor 
&&om. Other events such as the key- 
tmte lectures and mppterclpcoes wlll sWI r 
be m r u l l y  l g e d  from $10. 

TbIs par's festival, which Ls Ln its 15th 
fdition, has the theme Originu. Tan, 41. 
saws that he wants "Sin~anoreans to  1 

P ulitser P rh-wlndng  author 
Michnel Cunningham and 
popular Taiwanese h t r a t o r  
Jimmy Llao vlll k among the 
headliners in the Singapore 

Wrttm Ptstl~al. the blggest event on the 
Uterm calendar this veer. 

ihbk  about their origl& ' whether 
ethnic, eatlod or beyond - nnd also 
reflsct on what wnstltute$ cdgindIyM. 

T W  is wby thts y w ' s  programme will 
focus on story-telling, biogrnphies and 
ktor icd  fictiw. 

Local m t h r s  will a h  get their time in 
the sun. These include perennial 
favourits Catherine Lim, who will be 
horMng a Litsrary mad. The novelkt will 
also rm~tar in a s t s s h  in convtrsrtion 

~ t i i e r  featured &hots in the 10-day 
festival in Nowmkr ruo the gamut from 

. . 
wiitw.  with );I& MahatMr. 

The latter includes Ute British-horn 0th tr names making appsarancus 
essyist Ptco Iyer, m o s t - k n m  for his are promlnent Chinese novelist and 
writings on travek firebrand pollticd Culture Medallion reclpknt You jin, as 
commentator and activtst Marina weU as p ~ e t s  NYln Pang and Boey Klm 
Mahathir, dsvghter of former M a k y s h  Cheng. 
prime minister Mabathir Mohmad: In addttlon, mme new Iofd voices will 
~rominant  Taiwanese novelist Hums be makhr t h e m ~ l ~  

nntlon's wnters and th& work, and thefr 
d q u e  abmfty to connect to a SItleppore 
readership." 

ThIs vepr's festlval first-timers are 
a egowantst0 

m - R  - being on the 

-r WithiChad 

~bunmisg; and Man 
Asian literary Prize 
winner and Korean 
novelist Shin ICyuug- 
swk. 

The $1.5-million 
festival, which runs 
from Nov 2 to 11, niU 
feature more than 115 

heard at &e Stngapore 
Wrlters Festival this 

dtff~ron<frorn the urupl clutch of alumni 
from the C r e a ~ e  Arts Rogrammc from 
secondary schools and lunl& oolkW. A 
featured fresh face of thb IIneage is 
Kwek, w h  hrd a poetry collection c a d  
They Speak Only Om Mother Tongue out 
lppty~prbyBthOB. 

Debutante writer Jolene Goh Is one 
who hllch the trend. She will be launch- 
ing her memoir d e d  Jolene's Stow, put 
out bv local rmblisher Marshall Caven- 

Mar. 
Thepe youn# writers 

:ome from diverse 
~ackgounds. and in- 
:lude a 22-year-old 
'ormet iuvtnile dtlin- 
luent who wrote a 
.ell-all book about 
s s d  abuw and crime, 
06 well as a young adult 
fiction miter who at 19. 
a l ready  h a s  t w o  
best-selling Malay 
romances to her name. 

panel discussions, 
lectures, workshops, 
meet- the-author 
sessions and literary 
meals - wbere ~ 8 r t l -  

dtsh. i t  fs a C&W mmp pbwt hct abuse 
by her stepfatlm, bsr s u b m t  life of 
drugs, petty crime and gangs and 
eventuollv W n a t  to a airls' ham& 

ap&kg at h t i  took Isuneh. Jou&iafa A*m (far gM). 
CohwillspeakonapnneldedYauCm 3 7 . a r e d ~ ~ ~ r m t m  
Write Too, where first-time authors tobchaluui.bDgether 

. ..... - - - - -  ."..." JOSS &Z&rson;l witb 
Plnl * ths -7 miters featured on the 

writers ovsr food. 
A significant new "In XrZcbdb"&:.e~ 

~ ~ ~ a ~ i ~ h ~ , $  %%%%AN%%ssE ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i  

s h a n  thaG emeriences on how t h y  w l t h U l h = w ~  I - ~-um--(w 
%okZ%veIItiollpl writer h a -  
t d  h t h  kstival is Munirah Iaafar. 19. 

Fringe, a ssrles of 
ni~ht- t ime woarammes at Tho Arts 

epics In her free tlme, 
and a precocious young from F d f h  
Institution. TheophIlua Kwek, who is 
t* hls A lcvek thk year. 

The 18-year-old student says: "I 
always feel guilty when I wflte. I'm 
supposed to be studying for my A Levels. 
Befng m e d  to the Writem Festival was 
completely unexpected and an honour. 
I'm really exit ed." 

Promoting and celebrating young 
writers hprr phypys hem pprt of the raison 
&&re of the fesUval, dlmtor Tan says. 
'We hope to enmurage Singaporeans to  
realist and grow the recognition for the 

who wrote two ppular nme1s;mder the 
pen nmne NInosette. fWas, A.K.1 (2011, 
Yours Sinoemly, Adam Khslls) and Nh. 
Untulr An& (2012, Thk b For You), sold 
11,000 and 7,000 cwes napectiwly in 
slngapore and maysta. 

she will ba q p a r i n g  on the pnnels Up 
And Coming, where young literary 
tpkntstdkabwthowtbeygotththdr Brst 
break, and a session on Malay writers 
ulledOffTbeppee:AForAIph& 

Mwwhfle, h Udayasaakar. 34, takes 
a trip i t 0  mytho-historical India in 
2,oooBC with her debut novel Covinde, 
which wUI illbe launched at the festival. 

About the epic clash of two rival 

fdctlons In an ancient civllisation, 
Govfnda Is the first in a series cplkd Tht 
Aqavuta Chrodcks. 

Besldes the book hunch. Dr U d w -  
snnkpr. who is a business 18Chuet at the 
Nmyang Technologicul Vniversiiy, wUI 
be speaklng at two pnels: on the M w e  
of South Asian literature, and @ohall- 
sation. 

Another festival newbie h journdst 
Wnr Anjum. 37, who h lrunchiag two 
lm&, 1 Wllef~mY of short stmiea Wed 
Singapore Decalogue, and The Rum- 
gsnce Of Satynm: The Glow IT Giant, a 
joumddk piece about how a scandal- 

Mt Indian IT A c e s  company, Satyam. 
b e d  back to  business. 

Anium. who is tbe &la d n e  editor of 
four technology websites at the  
Australian media group Ppirfpx Bwlne.%s 
Media, says that he is grateful for the 
opportunity that is given to him, being 
featured in the festival, whlch he has 
attended regulnrly since 2001. 

W y  ego wants to fuel p a t  about it - 
being on the same platform with Mtchacl 
(xmhghm Md Pico lyer at the festival. 
But who am I kidding? Cumhgbnm aod 
Iyer are accomplished mtters and they 
have huge bodks of work to b m t  of. 

*I see myself a s  a noabie, as  a 

Wfar'TAs*, chnaetcllsod 
byacos~,conrtvW~mbttetisftoss 
~Up~lassandprwDllnAbwrlter~in 
two a p t d d y  construEtsd tents caned 
F ~ h ~ o a ~ M u u p -  
m m t ~ ~ C r m p r u G ? w n .  

F d v . 1  dimtor Tau yys that hi8 
team r e d d  good feedhock m thsls 
pdhu a d  wUI m-em2 UloPe tmk 

I h a ~ d t h t ~ . o t l v f t * p n m  

For example, M @ of the fcrtlvd's 
litaarypdonacl d e a ,  thm wmba M 
meut w the Malay p e t  Mamni S.N.'a 
n m L m t t h e N ~ ~ t o e s l s ~  
the ~ ' s ' 1 o r k .  
Tm adds that nbsrs pwrible, pto- 

grwnmes luvs a blhgwl slslasnt or 
tnasl.tioas, oo tht morm S m r m  
cmrc*~th4m,.Thclcba1*CPLUIof 
nos-Enghb Shgrporeau ototler and 
~ W u M n g ~ b t ~ m d W L a d  
about.' 

H- expliing-desiue and struallty in 
boks ,  films, performances and visual 

T m n n f s h c w P a t r t o ~ ~ t h e r r a r  
~ a o d c d b g h t ~ l a t h e d r l r  
~ , t o m r l r e i t r W c a d g ~ w b u t  
book l o v m  md poopla htewtrd iu 
~ u s r ~ ~ a d ~ c i n c o I n n  

arts. 
The dght events, which are we open 

only to thoue aged 21 years and above, 
include panel diacusslons such as one on 
E.L. jmes '  bestaellhg erotic boob, 
tltled The Ftfty Shades Of Grey Phmo- 
menon: What Turns Women On?, and 
nuother on whether women write better 
sex scenes than m a ,  tltled WLow Fi@. 

Undn the leadershin of festlvd dire-  

togsthsr". 
A t f a r r w s o f t b s ~ ~ h  

ths.sllusr*ltyEal,h~th.tmwe*lll 
ansure venws we work v3th ate con- 
d U d . S f o t ~ ~ ' ' .  

I i c a d d a t h a t t h h y t u ' t ~ ~ a  
p e l t a t  focut on Chine&, M d y  md 
T d  po,iJmnmen thls yslr w M to 
d w t t o m - m l g l h h n a d t l s .  

b e o p n M a o t o v t r ~ v a * l e o b ( h s  
Bra  bah-Bu& dlttdd. i n c h k g  the t o r ~ r u l  Tan, the festh;sl wps a smnsh tdt 

last year, attracttug 13.500 attendees 
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feel i when I- I'msupposed 
ngforInyALeVeIS.'' "I be a 

Source: The Straits Times O Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction. 

She wrote to keep mind off grief 
Muairah Jaafar's first novel, peuned 
under the pseudonym Nirmsette. was 
written after her father died of a heart 
attack m 2010. 

What was origin* a project to keep 
bermindoffthe~trunedfntoabest- 
selling Malay young adult novel. Ikhlas, 
A. K.! (Yours Sincerely, Adam Khaki), 
about a rich playgirl who has eve- 
except her psrmts' time d attention. 

The book. oublished 

young readers, drawn to the mix of 
Enghh and Malay in her stories. About 
30per cent ofherchnractas'dlalo~is 
writteninhgwl. 

She says she receives fan mail from 
readers ranglug kom their tweetlsr to 
SOs, encouraging her to continue 
writing. PMost of the readers am iu their 
20s. They say that they redly love my 
 her^," she he. 

She is now thinkinr 
when she was-17, sold about her Wrd  n o v d  
10.000 copies in Sin- '" & out wbich will probably be 
and Malaysia about a Iong-distance 

She followed it up wlth relatiomhtp. 
Nnh. Untuk Aw&! (This IS Se The Innova Junior 
For You). a b u t  how a nirl - College graduate has 
whose 'father died &d - alwa6 coghbuted s t h s  
whose boyfriend dumped on friendship, fpmnY and 
her for her best friend W'' mmmces to Malay news- 
survives the tragedy with - - paper M a  ~sdaa 
the help of friends. Tbis on hiata a She bas an older bro- 
s d  7.000 copies. ther, 23, and two sisters 

Munirah is one of the aged 14' and nine. Her 
featured writers In this 
year's Singapore Writus Pestivs), which 
bas a h u g  on emerging d t w s .  
Now 19, and a fht-year student at 

the National Institute Of Education 
tradnfog to be a Malay lmguge teacher, 
she S P ~  she twk up n pen nnme b u s e  
shethoughtpeoplewouldbahunedoff 
to find out bet identity and real q. 
She sent the fist  few chapters of her 

book to her publisher. M a h y x h  house 
Yemd Seni, under the pseudonym. 

Her books have struck a chord in 

n;lther is a retail &mt. 
She says her late father, who bad 

worked in engine maintenance In 
Singapore Airlines, had dwnys encour- 
aged her to write. 

UhuingsomeweekswhenInastoo 
busy and didn't get published in Berita 
Hadan. he would ask me, 'Where are 
your stories? When will you write 
again?' 

"He cut out every single story and 
laminated them. They are skill on the 
w& of my mom." 
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22-year-old's memoir on sexual abuse 
W pople will be h a r d - p r d  to writs 
a mmoir at the age of 22, but Jolem Goh 
bas pknQ of mahid. 
Comm from a broktn family with a f history dnrgabl Iseand~,shewap 

s d l y  abused by her stepfather in 
priumy schwl, started glue--, run- 
ning drugs, and joining a gang in 
secondary school. and was sent to the 
Singapme 61rls' Home for stealing, 

Tbstahofhereventfdcbildhoodand 
adolescence will be told in her memoir, 
Jolene's Story, to be launched at the 
Shgapore Wders Festiwal in Nwembw. 
The book is publjshed by Marshan C m -  
dbh and the priw has not been fiwed yet. 

Gob. who says she has alwap enjoyed 
reading and mitmg, says she started a 
blog in 2008 but updated it only later- 
m i t t d y -  

She started working on a manusuipt 
o f k m l i f e s t o r y l a s f  year,andat the 
encouragement of a few close friends, 
sent the fist few Ehadrtrs to several h a 1  

she said her first thought was, 'This 
carmot k true". 

ShesigmdaEontracttWga~ebsrlO 
per cent of atl book d s  and e k e d  hard 
on completing the m. 

Now,at~lbOpageslong,theslim 
volume provides a Adorn-beard voice 
from Singapore's gritty underbelly, a 
class of people familiar with drugs, 
atcold, debt, mg lift and prisons. 

Goh's biological fatber was a drug 
addict. 

Her mother remarried when Jolene 
was five, snd both of them mwed in wfth 
her stepfatbw. She recaHs being Sexuaag 
a b e d  by htr stepfather, who had two 
sons with her mother. The couple is 
divorced now. 
In Secondary 3, Goh joined the 

W m m  US gang, tam dmes, spwrd- 
ing the day d r b h g  at coffeeshops and 
mqlhing tattoorp. 

Oftea, she was depressed lusd contern- 
plattd a i d e ,  mentioaing that she once 

r\; \ 
'"WHO SA 

ofthe 

during all that the.  
Ihopethatby 
-ring my 

klene Goh (left) on writing 
her bodt, Jolene's Stwy 

t o o k m m e t f L a n 5 O ~ I s a t o n e h e  
and even tried to slit her wrist - but did 
not dare to cut deep enough. 

She was eventually sent to a girls' 
home for two gears for stealing. Life in 
the girls home was colwrful - she writes 
about the secret & of behavim and 
misbehaviour that g m s  on. 

Gob, who passed her N Levels with an 
A1 for English and A2 for CM-. said 
the writing prowss was 'M of ups and 
downsw. 

cried through most of the writing," 
she said. "But loddag at the outcome. I 
amveryhppy.Ihadfdtsoaloneduring 
all tbat time. I hope that by sharing my 
-, I can help others." 

Writing ms therapeutic and she says 
*she has never felt more at peacew. 

She adds: YMy friend told me, 'Don't 
treat your experiences as m i s t h s ,  but 
lessons'. Most people my age wwldn't 
have been through as much. And, touch 
wood, if anything h d  happens to me, 1 
can think to myself, I have been through 
much worse." 

As for i n d i m s  named in tbe story 
being offended by her revelations - only 
her step-brothers have had their names 
changed - she says simply: "Since I'm 
ready to tell my story to the world, I must 
be prepad for negatne f-aek." 
Her mother, Catherine Wee, 45, 

corrobwates her mount of mats in the 
book and said she herself cried through 
most of it wbb it. 

"I had been such a failed mother. a 
fdled wife - my feelings were compli- 
cated while reading the book," said the 
helper at a hawker stall. 

"1 Whatsappd her to say 'I'm sorry'. 
She scolded me. 'Crazy ah, say sorry for 
what'," Ms Wee stdd. 

Both of them are c k  as a result of 
tbe book and are looking for a place of 
their own to live in. Currently, they art 
renting a room h m  a friend. 
Goh, who quit her job as a salts execu- 

tive recently, says she wants to study for 
a diploma in mass commnnications or 
start an F&B busmeas. 

She is also thinking of writing a book 
about young single mothers. 

"I have more than 10 friends who are 
young mums, I feel like sharing their 
stories," she said. *Anyway, I don't think 
I wil l  stop writing." 
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