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Ahead of the Prime 

I believe in Minister's mast 
impartant political 
speech of the year, 
krdren h g  and 
Phua W Pln speak to 
seven Singaporeans 
about their hopes and 
their sources of >ingapore confidence. The 
National Day Rally has 
always been a way to 
inspire Singaporeans, 
especially in 
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MR LEB KnmYew'r R16t N a W  
Day Rally in I966 was a mix of 
stark honesty md grand &ion. 

Coming in the wake of sepura- 
tion from Mslnysia md c~wrmvnd 
ricts,MILceaeaehtowlcageaIrihtr 
speechthaihweretough,pre- 
c # I w  times for themtiow 

'We suffered s e t b  cks... w do 
not pretend to w l m  that they 
were not c m u n a l  riots - they 
were. We €ace facts." he said. 
"That is one of the greatest 
strengths nhwt Singapore: Its 

vllllngntrs to fafe reality, hchrd- 
ingtheWh~fAugust .~ 

&It he alsa made P clarion d 
for Singaporcms to hok relmt- 
lessly l e d  to the future, like 
"man teaching out for tbe moon 
and the stars". Tbe main goal 
thtn was to bve e#ryome, re*- 
less Of race, lrngugt d culture, 
sn eqrully &sfylng life. 

Today, wlth Singaport fa* 
new. com~lez challenncs and a 
mot; divd~e,  vocal &horde. it 
seems 11melp for Rlmt MLalster 

Lee Hsien Lwng to once PgPin 
fire pwplc's splrits for the W e .  

Veteran MP lndej i t  Singb 
Says: " h t  yFPT'B t I ~ f t f 0 ~  p r h -  
bly marked the ptak of h p p i -  
n e ~ ~  with tbe Government. Now. 
people are wdting to ~n what is 
next... I t i s a g d t h e f m P h f t o  
Wk &out the Mure." 

Mountbatten MP Lim Biow 
Chum notes that as a d  wun- 
try, It i6 dl the m e  Mportant 
for the nation to  come together 
andalmfotacommonfuhuc. 

Indeed. thst is * the Nab- 
a1 Day Rally 1s for, says Dt Ter- 
ence Chong of the Institute of 
Southeast A s h  Studies. "It is 
abwt  dtscrininr the nromiacd 
bnd, selling ha& nad'hiwp to 
the people to LeU tbem thot the 
best is yet to  cotne." 

'Ibis awb by m a h g  dtixens 
fctlspccinlwhmthaRimcbbinir- 
ter looltr k t l y  at them though 
the tebvlslon screen. adds Dr 
Choeg. The rallies, which wus  
first televised live in 1971, u e  

"IEC- m t d m  to m- 
iue the IePdmhip. 

Pmidcnt of thc Associetlon of 
Smll and Medium Enterpdses 
Chan Cbong Bcng msllr how Mt 
Lee Krun Yew's Uhting spirit 
c a m  through. It made people feel 
1wn=dpatri@5smnndbtleng- 
in# when they heard him speak, 
MI Cbaa says. 

The prime rninjstws who suc- 
ceeded him hsd big shoes to fill, 
a d  did so In tbtlr own way. 
MI Siolgh malls MI drh Chok 

Tong's speech Ln 2001. when Sin- 
BPporewasmar&on.MrFoh 
spke of a 'New SingspoleWth 
r new social compact that In- 
wlwd r&trlbuting Budget sur- 
p l u s  to  help the loarm-Income 
and elderly, and chmging How- 
leg Board rvlu to  help older sin- 
gles own tkir  own homes. 
h Reuben Wong d the N&n- 

sl University of Shgapore (NUS) 
recalls Mr Goh's last Rally Is 
2003, whkh took phce after h e  
Sars pbUc health crlsl6. 'It rap a 

period of crisis and leadership 
transition, and the people were 
waiting for a signal." he says. 

MI Goh paid tribute to the he- 
roes of the Sars miris, thanked 
Slngsporeans for walking the 
"hills and valleys" with him and 
expressed d d m c e  in theh fr-  
ty to pick themselves up and 
reach their destination. 

In 2004, PM Ln took w t r  the 
reins. His Ilslly speech. delivered 
with pop culturt rtferences and 
celebrating the achievements of 

ordinary folk, built on the theme 
of an bcluslve Singapwe. 

He first articulated on that 
theme in his inauguration speezh 
In May 2004, which inspired 
m a y ,  inchding social entrepre- 
neur Kufk Shlao-Yin. 

"It was m open and direct dl 
to dl 20- to 30-sonaFthhgs to step 
u p , n o w i s ~ t i m , g o u c n n k ~  
part of building this nation," she 
says. Tor the RrSt Umt, I saw the 
n a U d  work that was raetdcd." 
T W  ym's  Rnny is also a b- 

ing pint as some believe the old 
m a w  which used to mi Ie  Sm- 
gqmesns are wearing thin. 
m "iDclu6lve society" thtme 

of recent years now has to mn- 
tend wAth the "elephant in the 
rmm" - d y  the foreiper m- 
fm d w h h g  incame hequsli- 
ty, says Professof Chua Beng 
Hurt of NUS. Hc hope$ the Gm- 
ernment sze% a new narratiw. 

Agreeing, Dr Wong says this 
year's Rally must he pitched not 
only at the tntetnet-sawy cmwd. 

but 8160 reaeh out to. h r -  
h ~ f a m i k d i n d i n d & .  

pM mut  c d  S i -  
ans that ... there is dignity even 
for the bottom 20 per ~ n t .  who 
will not b left beMnd," he y s .  

Singqme hhnagement UmVu- 
sity law profaor  W d e v  Mo- 
hm, however, tbielrs Singapore- 
am do not need a big vision, a pep 
talk or t i l e d  "rah-dnatimul- 
ism". Flay tothe SingrporePn +- 
It of being a "little bit cynical" 
a d  r&ti~, he 68yS. 

'Ihc more Ule mlgspge we are 
given or me is that one setms we have to be h d  overly trefore. na- 

tioldistic ... a lot of people are 
just going to be sceptical," he 
says. His view is that the Govern- 
ment and give needs Slngaporcans to take a step more b c k  of a 

chance ta be thernsehes. 
'AS strange as It is going to 

sound, you just bavt to jive with 
the people," hof  Moban says. 
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