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What's GDP in Mandarin? New app tells you 

A FREE @horn app is set .to come 
to  the rescue of those stuck for 
business-related words or phrases 
in Mandarh 

Called iHwyu, 'it will have 
Chinese equivalents of S0,OQO 
terms such as "hot moneyn and 
ugross dome* productw: 

It Is khe ticket the Speak h d a -  
rin Campaign wil l  use this year to 
reach professionals, managers, ex- 
ecutives and business types, coUec- 
Uvely called PMEBs. 

Sparmingthe -oftrade, eco- 
ncnnics, h c e  and accounting, 
the app aim to oil business discus- 

in Enghh and Chinese. Hand- 
ily, ft will also t r d e  tam com- 
m d y  used here, such as ufle&m- 
k W  PrfW and"voiddsckn. 
An Android phone version wil l  

be c$peloped in the coming year. 
Sp+ng at the launch of the 

3 3 r d ~ m o f t h e ~ ~ -  
day, Rdwath W t e r  Heng Sw- 
ee &at gave the app his stamp of 
approval, saying it .would give 
work& executives and business- 
men a platform to brush up .on 
their .vocabulary of commonly- 
used h h d @ n  business twms. 

"Technolo@ Is a great dleveller, 
and cam be used to great effect m 

levelling up IhguMc cornpeten-- 
cies," he said, at the launch held at 
the S,@gqme Mmagemmt Univer- 
sity (SMU). He was addreking 

and business and d m  leaders 
at a full 500-capacity auditorium 
on the SMU c'ampcrs: 

Launched wim the app was au 
upbeat campaign theme song com: 
posed- by Cultural Medallion win- 
ner Islcandar&mailandsungbylo-. 
cal singer Tay Kewei, 

The campaign was first 
launched in. 1979 ,by then-Prime 
Minister Lee K w n  Yew to per- 
suade Chinese Singapor* to 
drop the use of Chinese ,dialects In 
favour of Mandarin. Each year, thi 
drive has come up witti a different 
focus, such as youth or families. , 

This year's campaign follows a 
recent call by the Lee Kuan .Yew1 
Fund for Bilinffualfsm for ideas on 
m&ng it easier 'for young chUdren 
to become Wingual. 

If the right foundation for b ib-  . 
gualism is set, said Mr Heng yestert 
day, even if English is the domi- 
nant language, Singaporeans will 
be equipped to lemi and use Chi- 
nese '!to a good standardn. 
He said he had met a group of 

Singaporean students in Beijing, 
who wete attending Tsjnghua Uni- ' 
versity and working in Chinese 
companies at the same t h e .  Most' 

of them were the sole foreigners at 
their places of work 

The Shgaporeaxls had neither 
taken liigher Chinese nor were flu- 
ent hdandarln speakers, he said; In 
fact, some of them seldom used 
W d a r h  in -pore - but yet 
were game to be 'there, immersed 
in the language. 
Mr Hetrg said: "Having planted 

the early seeds of bilr'xlguallsm in 
'our students, we've p r M  thwn 
wJth the latent ptential to. spak 
Mandarh and operate Jn a CM-, 
nese-spew envirdaiment? 

Referring to tbe iPhorme app, Pro- 
mote Maudarin Council chairman 
Seow Choke Meng, who is execu- 
tive vice-president of 'dturd in-. 
&try promotion . at Singapore 
Press Holdings, hd: "This is for 
people with ~Wdty f M h g  the 
right word - in conversations it's 
easy, but in business, there are 
m y  insthes where you can fhd 
yourself at.a loss fbr words." 

Finance manager Sharon Lee, 
33, has tried the application on her 
#hone. She said: I Ulre that .you 
would be able to get the Chinese 
translation of locd schemes,'such 
as'Medisave or Worldare Born at 
just a tap - so ~rou  can.explain it to 
the elderly, or even overseas vi& 
tors when they ask." 
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