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Govt seeks feedback 
on popation issue 

himeMinisterLeeHgiwLooag It lays out demographic challenges in ia- an F ~ C ~ W  ~espond- 
i n g t o c a l l s f o r h t m t o ~ t h e  nat~r.  launches Site to coNect views 1 ~ l u i t t 1 = N a o o l l D ~  m, he 

THP: Government is ramping up 
i t s d t i v e t o e n g a g e t h e ~ o n  
popnldh, a umd W--brtbod 
issue that it says has far-rsaehing 
imphtions for ' OP- 

Y ~ , i t ~ ~ ~ -  
hensipe paper hying out Singa- 
pore's demograpkdc chpllcne@s 
and dilemmas, and t amd id  a 
website to cokct' 

Momgthe-WbY 
the paper are: how to raise birth 
i a t e s , ~ t ~ ~ h a v e ,  
a n d h o w t o ~ e a ~ ~  
envhimmt. 

At the heart of the deb& b be 
need to manage poprJPtion 
g ? m t h , ~ P 6 d W e g r a -  
tiwwhiletryinsto*prodrpc- 
tivitytokeeptheeccmomy~. 

The W m t e  afm; said.+ Pp- 
per,istocometrpwithaPOliCJf 
that " oursd&Whe-- 

ronmeatfor.mpsople,drmiQ1- 
' t a d n s a u r e c w u r m i c ~ " .  

The *eriunent k - M  to 
release a Whfte Paper on poprrla- 

. tkg by the end oftbe yeat which 
is expected to incorporate the 
fedback ~ ~ t e d .  

T b e m p d e h a s b e -  
~ o m e ~ ~ l s p n e , g o i n g b e -  
yond birth rates to the topic of 
how many immigrants and for- 
eiep workers sbwld be piken ia. 

The National Population and 
Talent Division's paper - titled 
OuIPopnlatian,OurFutnre-fol- 
lows a flurry of research papers in 
r e c e n t m o n t h g d f t h e ~  - 

- ument to set out Singapare's - 
~ ~ p h i c - - ~ f u a  

"ff 
~ p a r t i c a l p r , ~ m  

concerned aboutthe potential im- 
pact of low birth rates, a sMnk- ' 
ing working- population and a 
drop in the old-age gtrppwt rPtia 

The paper notes that while im- 
migration can help supplement 
the shorthti In births, "we recog- 
llisethef~caaaotgmwourfor- 
~~' 

#The lnoa w-dkal 
with aw c k d y  inter-related d 
complen, wfth long-term inaplica- 
tbns for Skippore Pnd far-reach- 
iag effects," it adds. 

The paper was mentioned by 

hid the mnxdation issue was 'an 
import& ild difacnlt pX0b)em". 

The chadrman of the Govern- 
ment's fee'dback arm, Dr Amy 
Khor, said she hoped engagement 
wubriae-g=te*appre- 
d a t b n o f ~ k c a r r p l e r ~  
m o d - " .  

The Behavlomal Scfenees Insti- 
tutedirectorlkvidchansaidthe 
move will give the Gorernmant a 
&an& to understand c i t k m '  
concaras, l# added that it should 
tab the fe%db8ck s4dody. 

L4heresbddaluobsagend- 
I a e d h c u s s h o n t h e ~ a n d  
~ O f t h e v a r b u s b P s i c  

UmieTlyilig the em- 
= ~ d E l s t h d  
framethehwsPn h gpjd. 

SomB S h g u p o r ~  wefe keen 
t o ~ H u m a n r s d o r ~ c e c o n -  
d h u t  M d n  Gabrfel, 45, said he 
~ s e n d i d e a s o n p ~ ~ m t h o o d ,  
P d d f n g : ' ~ l m l S t a l s o b e ~  
SpatemthntcanbrltlgpeqJleto- 
~ ~ s o t h e y e 9 n e x c b n g e . ~  
erpwiences.-ana- 
popkcanlearnfxomeachath 
abwtfamnyW,notjUstread 

.fromapaperor.theIutetPdn 
CJ- 
.SEL-B4 

'Ibe p a p  notes that while hnigdm am. help sapplememt the 
s h o ~ i n b i I t h s , " w e ~ t b a t w e c a m s o t ~ o u r f b ~  
@tion i n d e f l w b  The issues we have to deal with close$. 
in-related and complex, with long-term impkatkms for S i q a p r p  
and ~~ eiRds," it adds. 

WIYkOlll#nt ST PHOTOS: ALPHONSUS CHERL. nuA CHEE WNG 

At the heart of the debate is the need 
to=-fFpo-- 
immigration and intqpdon While 
tryingtoraiseprod~ctivitytokeep 
the economy going. 
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