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AMONG the vatious sddmhip she con- 
sidered, Ms Joyce Hooi evenWy picked 

Res Holdings (SPH) to embarlr 
onacareerhjoumallsm. 

She likes writing and e a ~ l o m i ~ .  
"I am interested in how the world 

works... everylhinginMecanbeviewedin 
t h e p d s m o f e ~ ~ l ~ "  says the Catholic 
Juuior College ahmm 
Fkforesm.uingtheschohship,shehad 

to first complete a  six-month jhtemdi!! as 
part of the applicattan and selection proc- 
ess, which also lnduded a writing t&and 
rounds of intemkm. 

For the internship, Ms Hooi was at- 
tached to The Straits TSmes Money desk, 
and her performance as a journalist was 
monitcaed by newmom supervisors. 

At the end of internship, she told her- 
self that there was a fair chance she could 
<K>mmtttobeinga jwmallstforfrruryears 
-the bond for a lcml sddmhip. 
With SPH's sponsorship, Ms Hooi pur- 

sued a double degree in economics and 
business management, with a major in 
finance. 

Outside of sch001 semesters at the Si- 
gapore Management University, she did 
vacation attachments at The New Paper 
(TNP), the Straits Times Life! desk, and 
then at The Business Tmes. 

Worldng at TNP, a tabloid, was consid- 
erably W e .  The stint taught her 
about laying the ground work and also 
developing a thick skin; trust of news- 
makers had to be gained, and their st* 
rjes retold faithfully. 

AttheStraitsTimaLife! desk, shefound 
goodtralninginbalilncingworkfaow-jug- 
gling -es for long features, arraaglag 
photography-iessiom, getting in touch 
with celebrities and more. 

She returned to business kiting in 
The Business Wes ,  and after complet- 
ing the attachment, she worked as full- 
time as a journalist at the business daily 
in February 2009. 
In less than three years since then) Ms 

Hooi has become a ~ p o n ~ e n t .  But 
she is not too hung up about the desig- 
nation. "I get a new nameckd, that's all. 
Your work has to s p d  for itself." 
Ms Hool was rimed a Promising Jour- 

nalist of the Year 2011 at the SIAS (Secu- 
rities Investors Association (Singapore) 
Investors' Choice Awards, and was also 
Young Journalist of the Year in SPHps an- 
nual awards. 

Everv stow matters 
SPH scholar 
Joyce. Hooi 
combines her 
passion for 
writing and 
economics into 
a fumlling career 
as a financial ' 
journalist 

She currently cwers $e telm beat, af- 
ter prevkdy reporting an shippii and 
green energy. Getting up to speeP in the 
new field entails homewcmk - talking to 
.those in the industry and doing a lot of - . , 

More than just ttade magazines, 
though, the avkl reader, who on read- 
ing dates with her boyfriend, h e r m e  
.and 1Pad, l i b  publications Iilce the New 
Yorker, Vanity Fair, Rolling Ston6 The 
]EconomistandwiFed. 

Stephen King's On writing-and 
Shrunk and White's The Elements of 
Style are two titles she wants to keep in 

her collection. She follows the writing 
of,David Sedaris, Charlie Brooker and 
Lucy @ddng UP On @e 
tic ways they use humour to get serious 
~ a < ~ o s s t o ~ r S .  

Meanwhile, Ms Hooi is getting her 
share of fans and detraWors, with her 
sO;apbox and human columns on issues 

she feels strongly about. 
Besides being 'just a lot of fun", she 

saysitisabombstfthepiecemakesalarger 
point andgetspeopktotbirk 

In comparison, the typically straight- 
forward stories like award ceremonies 
&d new fWlities launches she did as an 
intern may seem mundan~ now. 

But in retrospect ''every story is a big 
deal ... eveystorgis challengingat your 
level" 

Her goal now is to become a better 
jqumdist. She advises those who con- 
sider following in her footsteps to con- 
tinue to talk to as many people and ask 
as many questions as they can 
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