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Making 
IT happen 
IDA scholar Tan Xue Shan learns there is more than one 
path to success after stugrlng overseas 

Hazel Tan 

IT IS tough winning one scholarship, 
but belng awarded two puts Ms Tan Xue 
Shan in a league of her awn. 

Ms Tan was awarded her Hnt schol- 
arship from Sfnga ore Management 
University (SMU) a g r  graduating from 
Nanyang Polytechnic with a diploma In 
Buslness Informatics in 2007. 

In 2008, while she was still complet- 
ing her Bachelor of Science (I--tlon 
S stems Management) degree at SMU, 
she a ~ ~ l i e d  for a second scholarshlr, 
- the' Rational Infocomm ~cholarsh$ 
WE) offered by the lnfocomm Ilwelop- 
ment Authority of Sinppore (IDA) under 
the Singa re Management University- 
~arnerclecellon University Fast-Track 
h g a b n e .  

The 25-year-old recalls: "I went 
through multiple rounds of rigorous 
reviews and Interviews wlth SMU, IDA, 
interested companies as well as Carn- 
egie Mellon University (CMU). To my 
surprise I landed a new scholarshi and 
b e ~ a m e ~ a ~ n s ~ ~ . ~ ~ v ~ a s t d ~  
gramme scholar." 

That marked the start of a challenging 
infommrn leam journey for her. 

She says: "W%e it was a conscious 
decision to apply for the scholarship, 
the scholarship offer was a serendipitous 
event that pmvidcd me with theopportu- 
nity to discow my pauioh enhance my 
capbllitles and explore the varbw carer 
options in the infocomm indusq" 

Ms Tan graduated with a Master of Sci- 
ence In Momatton Technology (eBusf- 
ness Technology) degree from CMU last 
veal , --. 

She says the programme's focus on a 
~rniect-based cluriculum enabled her to 
&quire extensive academic knowledge 
and equipped her with practical skills 
includ-irqj prolect management, crow 
cultunl team coiiaboration and Dresen- 

"I am very appreciative of the o por- 
tunity to fwtha my education in &u, 
a worldtlau unlvenitv with renowned - - - -  - - - - -  - - ~ -  

prokrsols and s i o ~ t e  students from 
all over the WOE 

"One of the most Important things I 
learnt is the Lmpoftanci of discovering 
your Dsrsion and crertitln an imwct In 
h e  wbPld using your acq& capablllties. 

"Regrrdku of the disciplines each of 
them &me from, and whither professor 
or student. evemne is lookinn for some 
way to c o n t d t e  and to lea& a legacy 
In the wnrk." 

1- Her overseas experience also made her 
rerlire there is more than one path to 

T x r u c u r a p ,  
it is important take a sttp back, to h k  
a t t h e ~ l W e ~ . n d r a a c d o n  
whatpourslllyrnntto&andbe,"she 
adds. 

Curmtly serving out hu four-year 
bond at NCS, a k d n g  Intocammu& 
atlomtechnokgyscnlaporlder,Ma 
Tmisadki tdrtn~t~nsul tmt ,  n 

With the rapld ewlwment of new 

p c * e d t o g ~ m i n ~  
Those who oslsh to apply for IDA'r4NIS 

should *stay Ionate and motivated 
mdwollt&ybud" 

YOU should ~ISO make'- fticna, 
hmmdrharr 
addim$ *Gab M&Z+%T wmm, 

learning and 
playing omormnittes, especially when 
gouuefnCMU. 

~ # u r p e a e n ~ ~ - ~  
t w  about ihe country, the Industry 
on 8 globrl scale and most importantly 
vcurtlf. indudlnn your life and c a m  -. 
i/opk*" 
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