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Secondary students to get lessons on the law 
LESSONS on the law have made it 
into the curriculum of secondary 
schools here, in a move to create 
more awareness of legal issues 
that affect the young. 

A source aware of, the ptoject 
told The Straits T4& that stu- 
dents from more thaq 10 second- 
ray schools had been picked to par- 
ticipate iq a pilot p W  in the past 
few months, 

The programme,. the sourqe 
said, will be open to all secondary 

schools by the end of this month. 
The programme fs being initiat- 

ed by the Law Society, which de- 
clined to provide details when 
asked by The Straits 'flmes. 

Other sources involved in the 
project, however, said ,the classes 
will be conducted by the schools' 
t e a k ,  who will first undergo 
training sessions conducted for 
them by the Law Society. . 

,They will also be using tea&- 
ing materials prepared by law stu: 
dents from the pro bono groups of 
the National University of Sings- 

+ 5 

p& and Singapore ~anagement young: in recent years, and were 
University law schools, and vet- thrown into the spotlight when 
tea by lawyers from the Law ~ocie- the police Uhlighted youth crime 
ty and Bajah & Tann, the law'fim as a key area of concern in 2010, 
that is sponsoring the project. A spate of-gang-related attacks 

Besides teaching students involving W n g  people had 
about the basics of the law, such shocked the nation then, includ- 
as their legal rights and the legal inB the Downtown East stabbing 
system, c b e s  will hightight that led to the death of polytech- 
legal aspects of issues relevant to nic student Damen Ng Wef Jie, 19- 
~routh. ~opics gangs, a- That year, .the police nabbed 
gal moneyle~lding, domestic vio- 531 yo- 'people fa hw - up 
lence and cpberbdlyhg. from 468 in 2009. 

Gangs and rioting were among Helping Young people know 
the tap crimes m b t e d  by the how not t o m  afoul of the law is 

one way of curbing the rise of 
such crimes, said social workets 
and lawyers. 
Ms Brenda Lim,'who has coun- 

selled young offenders for 20 
years, said creating awareness of 
the law at a young age could help 
young people change their - 
about committing crimes. 

"Most young offenders know 
what they do is wrong, but they 
might not know the full cowe- 
quences and the seriousness of 
their actions," she .said, "If they 
M e w  the whole picture, they 

might choose otherwise." 
Crhindlawyer Sunil Sudhee- 

san who represented seven of the 
12 youths invol~bd in, the 2010 
M o w n  East attack, said educaL 
tion would help .to highlight the 
kinds of activities that arb illegal. 

"Having basic knowledge of 
the law certainly higMights what 
they shouldn't do," he said. 

"But we still need to look at the 
root causes of youth crimes; you 
cannot discount the effects of 

'r pressure." 
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