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On Father's Day ... - - 
i, ,is one is for you, dad 

By CHAN U-GENE 41 
SINGAPORE7s..Danny Yeo strut- 
ted to the starting  locks before FROM THE HEART 
his 2Obm- freestfle .race at the 
South-east Asian Swhmina ''1 would fell him (my - - 
Championships aud pointed two fBth~r) that I did my fingers to the h e m .  

t hat gesture, whlchhag accom- bat. 1 made it. I made 
~anied of hfs races in the P a t  if f his far after he five years, has become his trade- 
mark. He h q  never told anyone, passed away." 
not even his family, but it is a dedi- - Dnw .thr a lokl 
catibn - hls silent tribute to his fa- ,,, 22Wm yedadq 
ther Felix, who died of cancer 
when the swifnmer was 16. 

At the Singapore Sports School 
yesterday, his personal dedication 
had a much deeper meaning: It 
was Father's Day. 

Yeo, now Jt, won gold. The 
SEA Games champion clocked 
lmin 50.7lsec to retain his title as 
the region's fastest 2OOm fieestyI- 
ist. 

Coming in second was Lim 
Ching Hwang of Malaysia 
(1:52.18). Another ~ a l a y s h ,  Dan- 
iel Bego, was thlkd (1:52.44). 

In a quiet momept after the 
race, Yeo, with the gold in his 
hand and tears in his eyes; told 
The Straits Times: "I would tell 
him (my father) that I did my 
best. I made it. I made it this far 
after he passed away." 

The swimmer, now in his last 
year of national service, contem- 
plated quitthg the sport after his 
father - who introduced him to 
mrimming - lost his fight against 
the disease at 55. 

Swimming was what his father 
loved. Yeo, who is tr- with 
the Aquatic Performance. Swim 
Club (APSC), said: "He and Uncle 
Siong (national head coach Ang 
Peng Siopg) used to swim togeth- 
er. They swam together and 
stayed in the same block." 

So when he lost his father, Yeo 
almost lost interest in the sport. 
He recalled: I wanted to quit. I 
was not that fast, too. I thought I 
should concentrate on something 
else like my studies." 

It was a meeting with Ameri- 
c-an lack Simon, the former Unit- 
ed States head coach, which per- 
suaded bim to stay on., 

Said the Singapore Manage- 
ment Uniwf sity-bound s+rhmer: 
"I was an *rage swimmer, cloclcL 
ing about 57sec in the lOOm free. 

"1 don't know what Jack saw in 
me, but he told me that he could 
bring me down to 50sec." 

So he joined the now-defunct 
Centre Of Excellence (COE) of the 
Singapore S- Association, 
and started training under Simon. 

Since - the CQE-shut down in 
2008, Yeo has been training under 
Jin Xiaoli at the APSC and Mat- 
thew Brom at the Brothers Swim- 
ming Club in Brisbane. He credits 
both for his success today. 

Meanwhile, Yeo's compatriots 
Amanda Ljm and Mylene Ong 
emerged as the top local perform- 
ers, with four golds each, at the 
end of the five-day meet. 

Lim, 18, won her fourth title 
yesterday when she beat Ong, 20, 
in the 50m freestyle, clocking a 
personal best (without the 
now-banned supersuit) of 
25.7lsec. 

Ong timed ?5,86sec for the dl- 
ver and Thailand's Jenjira Sri- 
sa-ard took the bronze with 
26.27sec. Both Singaporeans weit 
below the Olympic "Bn qualifica- 
tion mark ,of 26.15sec. 

As none of Singapore's swim- 
mers who were compethg, includ- 
ing Tao Li and Yeo, met the f'An 
marks, they will'only find out if 
they Iiave won their place in Lon- 
don when Fina allocates the lefto- 
ver slots to the "B" timers. 

At the end of the four-sport 
competition yesterday, Singapore 
cementedtheir reputation as a re- 
gional powerhouse after topping 
the swlplming competition with 
16 golds. Indonesia were second, 
with nine, v d  Malaysia came in 
third, with eight. 
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Singapore's Danny Yea pdnting to the heavens at the start of his 200111 freestyle race In the South-east Aslan SwLnmi l  
Champbnshlps f the Singapare Sports School yesterday. The silent tribute to his late father has accompanied all of his 
races in the last five ywra. He won gold to -in his tme as the regkn's fasted 200m fmestylrst. ST PHOTO: LIM SIN THAI 
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