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legal 
help on 
the rise 
Lawyers dock in more 
hours while some law 
firm open dedicated 
pro bono departments 
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LAWYERS here are gfvlng up more 
of their time to provide free legal 
help to the needy. 

The Law Sodety said that each 
lawyer reported an average of 14 
hours of volunory work last year. 
This is four hours more than the 
previotls year's £igure, the society 
told The Sunday Tjmes. 

This is a smaIlvictorgfor thep* 
fession, watch has in recent ykars 
tumed the spotlight on pro bono 
work, or service for the public good 
- though it is still far from its 
pledged tatget of 25 h a s  a year. 

The recent push for pro bono 
work has come from the top guns 
in the legal system - the Chtef Jus- 
tice, Attorney-General and the Law 
Society president - and some law 
fimrs have responded by Wtu- 
tionahsing the'= pro bono efforts. 

This year, at least two firms - 
DEW & Napier, and Wongartner- 
ship - have opened dedicated pro 
bono departments. Harry EZias, an- 
other top f&m, declared that ie law- 
yers would each conMbute at least 
25 hotus each year. 

Last year, volunteer lawyers 
from the Criminal Legal Aid 
Scheme (Clas) and the Assodation 
of Criminal Lawyers (AQS) defend- 
ed moreibn 350 people who were 
accused of crimes but auld not af- 

ford lawyers. Both Qas and ACIS 
are non-goverpment groups that 
provide free legal advice to the 
needy. 

Lawyers said it Is s0I.n-e m- 
cult to take on pro bono work be 
cause of the long hours it can re- 
quire. Simple cases can take 12 
hours, and complex ones might 
take 70 hours, said the Law We-  
ty's director of pro bono services 
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Case in point: Ismil Kadar, 44, 
who w a ~  charged with drug off-C- 
eslastweel&e~capeddeathrowlast 
yearakbdngdearedofamurder 
he did not commit. 

His lawyer, Mr R 'hmmurgan, 
fought his case pro bono for six 
yeaxs toprove~~ocence .  

Criminal lawyer Josephus Tan, 
33, who clocked more than 700 pro 
bono hours last year, said: What 
appears to be very stmighdorwad 
can take a sudden twist and be- 
come very probaqkd." 
Mr Tan, who eams about $7,000 

a month, said he ~ e s  to spend a 
third of his working hours serving 
the less f o w t e .  

Commerdal lawyer Cprll Chua, 
41, who does more than 200 hours 
of volunteer work a year, said it Is 
important for fitrms to encowage 
pro bono 'work. He said lawyers 
sometimes feel pressured not to 
take up pro bono cases, w h w  do 
not brhg In revenue for the firm. 
Said Mr Chua: '9 they take on a 

big pro bono project, their partners 
may not be happy. This Is mostly in 
blg firms, where they have a more 
struchued way of evaluating the 
p-ty of a lawyer." 
Mr Chua runs Project Law Help, 
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an jnitiative of the Law Sodety that 
match-makes law&ms with chari- 
ties that need legal advice. For 
example, The Spastic Children's 
Asaxation of Singa is support- 
e d g l n h L r n E m .  

The rise in ra bono hours 
appears to be 1 2 by a new genera- 
tion of lawyers who value personal 
fulfilment beyond pay and pres- 
tige, some lawyers sad. 

Clas chairman Gupinath PiW 
said that a rising number of new 
volunteers are hesh faces passion- 
ate abwt helping the needy. 

Lawyer Nadia Y e q  25, takes on 
suchcasesbecauseshewantstorep 
resent the underdog, she said. 
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"Clas helps to 5ll the gap, to en- 
sure that even though they are not 
weIl off, they are no less well-repre- 
sated in court," Ms Yeo said 

Last year, the lawyer from Rodyk 
& Davidson defpnded a p"P late teens arrested for s oplifbng 
with some friends, It was her sec- 
ond offence, and the court could 
have given her a fine or a few 
months' jail. Because of Ms Yeo's 
worky the teenager was put on pro- 
bation, instead of being c o n v i d  
Ms Yeo said she was heartened 

to learn Iater that her former dient 
was m6ng As at school and doing 
well. 

"As defence counsel, we are In a 
position where we on advise these 
a d  persons to change for the 
better," she said. 

Juvenile and family Iawyer June 
Lim, 25, said her main aim in being 
a lawyer i s  to use her ski& to help 
the mderprMe@i 

The lawyer at TaslinHwee LLC 
works with aid o ~ t i o n s  U e  
the H u m m i ~ a u  Oqanisation for 
Migrant Economics to defend 
those who n d  urgent help. 

One case the lawyer took m in 
2010 involved a V~etnamese wom- 
aninherUkwhowasbrwgbtin 
by a bridal agency. 

The woman matried a Shqapo- 
rean, but four later, he was re r ixenched. He ' c k d  her out of the 
house and threatened to ldll her if 
she came back. 

On the day of the txial, the mau 
agreed to compensate her 

%37,m. 
Without a lawyer, the woman 

could have been forced to return to 
Vietnam empty-handed as she was 

A on a twwmek social visit pass, said 
Ms Llm. She added: "There is this 
gap in our legal aid spvices, and It's 
uptotheputegoodwUoflawyers 
to a it." 
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