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Tiananmen, revisited 

T &Y Jm 4, 
1989. AmncPn Slnob- 
gist $na Vogel was, as 
he prts it, "fllrhms" as 
he=watched on tslgvi- 

a i o n ~ s o l d i u s f l r f a d o n  
pro-democracy .protesters in 
TlanaunenSsplpre. 

ribb tragedy", says Professor 
Vogel,m~Qnfnsaclal 
~atHnrvordUnfvers f tg .  

Thamanmauyblamedforthe 
bhdbathnnsparamomtleader 
D f W X i a o p B n g , * ~ o f -  
the cr- 

YetwhenRofVOgel!ath 
i n 2 0 0 0 t o ~ ~ a ~ -  =:;zyz &Dz$ 
Dengdidwhrthedid. 

~ s a y ~ ~ , p l r e P d p ~ ~ y e ~ r  
old in 1989, had to quell a Lpw- 
fect stonnu of factom that threat- 
ened to derail Ms 10-year & to 
modembe CMqL The stomt had 
s€arted two mwtbs e a c h  with 
the slpdden death of widely re- 
specteaformer--wY 
of Clrtnn (CPC) chief Hu Yaobang. 

Den& sanctioned no m - c  
e a u d  redM .gnlroaw he felt 
was disloyal to Chian and the 
CPC. He had fallen out with Ifu, 
~hecansideredtooHt#raloa 
Poliwalkdeconarmicrefonns. 

The parmod leader's stance 
angered HU'~ admimrs, who 
-mostly-arcdpoorb 
paid workers. They were buckbg 
u r s d e c ~ i n f l a t i o n , w h i c h  
Dena felt then Premier and BC 
Beneral =etary zhao Z b w  had 
failedtomPnage.peng'sdi&rins 
views~ZbPO011redonnshss- 
t d  thalr @t in Mag 1989. 
Raf Vogel, 81, sharad these 

VlewrtRithTbestrIaitSTimeslast 
week, on the eve of the 23rd 
d w  ofthe J lme4 id -  
doad.ChinerreoffidPlrs~yPbout 
200 people, including many 
soldiers, ware killed. Prof vogel,. 
waf3here fhtao~as theS in-  

research, Prof V& 
745-Page bdoL in' saptunber ladt 
year. Titled simply Deng Xfaopfog. 
And The lhdormatbn Of CM- 
na,itraodvedmimedrev&ws. 

b y  praised his even-hnnded 
approach to the steely, tacihm 
pr~tistwhOsetChineonthe 

toDmg.Theywereril;dinostby 
Prof Vogel's concbiorp on thi 
Jime4evmts:"wbatwedohlOIR 
isthatinthetwodscadesafter 
Waanmen~r China enjoyed rela- 
tive M t y  and rapid - even 
specbmh - ecommic grow&... 
th.nat~tim$fnChfnese 
-0" 

Of Ms nitics, Prof Vogel sags: 
'Bbaplp....Rtereporhs~Tipapm- 
mensqwreon June4audDmg 
dfdsuchahorriPiIe~thatthey 
= = Y - ~ n p t i n s w h y ~  
d l d i t , a n d h o n ~ h a s ~  

r e  she,  as soft d dmnb." 
Deng, a thrice-married SIEhl2B- 

neseandfPtherof&n,aentin70 
~ f r o m ~ a ~ e ~ l m t y  
tosteeringwnth-Westchklaalld 
thkal the&corm$y.~the 
-he-pnrgedtniafrom 
the CPC, w for 
Ma- 
a e n - r e v o l d o w y .  But 
Deng, who Mao Zedong once 
likwmltoaneedteinaballdcd- 
t a n , I o I l e d ~ t h e ~ p o l u f c a l  
'pmcher. 

Imicalb, Prof vogel learnt 
aameofthirkamDenghbsdf. 

T b c ' ~ h f i g 0 t t o t b a ~  
was seeing him from across a 
uanrdedroom.Uso,Dengwmte 
Phnpst none of ids thoughts 
douqhrrfnblenmtkomhisdays 
iu the onQgrormd not to leiwe 
smertrrl lsthatdbthhim.  

Even if 1 had met him, he 
would& have toM me all the 
mow%nr to the key questions, 
sllchas'WhPtwereyauthwng 
cm June 425 What did yau redly 
tlrinlr of Mm?' a d  'How did p a l  
take 

S t i U , h e ~ h e t " a o t 1 0 0  
p e r e e n t ~ " ~ h i S ~ a p r e -  
t a t fondDeng ,~Pf t e rhav iag  - Deog's Ooangtst 

ter Lee h a u  Yew, smamg others. 
PeotvogelaaysklrLfN3,iupar- 

- h a l p a d m b i S - w  
0fDeng's q n t m d a i  1979Wa- 
sion of metnun. Many had 
~ t h a t D e t l g d i d t h a t ~ t t 0  
g a l a ~ d ~ ' s s r m y ; a t  
~ t h m r , r r r r m g . o f t k ~ s  
~ ~ c d # d . Z I w e r e s t i n i n  
tbrau0fthehtebILOaltd~ 
restrbhrgm,.rhotbey- 
---bpmaLinet 

Mr Lee dibso. A  ear later, C h h  Eziu-*- " 
ProfvogelBstmethfrLstiu 

the 'hly 19708, when he W e d  
the then Prime Minister at 
Harvard's M Asia Centre on the 
~ s ~ t r i p t o t h e U S . T h e  
HarvarddonfiDItndbQLeeUex- 
tremely bright, vigorous and "a 
realMekctudaswellasaconfI- 
dent leaderH. 

Aud,he'pdds,althooghMrLee 
was 19 years yomger than Den& 
the latter respected hdr Lee for 
WhpthehaddonetRtthSfognpore. 
UDengwas~moref romBdr  
Ise thmvla~"saysPmfV0-  
gel, - bg then, Slnsrpore's 
leadershadamoresdtkdpaliti- 
cal strdure and learnt how to 
ltap their dty attmtivew. 

With such 16880Illl in had, 
Deng st& C b i ~  to econodc 
~ . w i m m i g M b e ~ n e Z t  
Dsag, then? 

Prof V-1 says: 'Nobdy - 

withmfbts-onefmplphg 
reformandtheothicthrfaapraper 
beharriown. . 

T h e ~ a o t o ~ e x a m p l e o f  
that todty k the CPC's formar, 
t o p ~ i n ~ , ~ x i l a i  
d h i s l a w y e r R i b a , G a ~ .  
Prof Vogel says that with tllb 
hard-t0-M Bo gome, cm's 
top and emerging leaks w N h w  
work together more eloeely to 
w e e d a o t ~ i u t h e i r l n a l r s  
audspeeduppditidrefoam.. 

~ V o g e l i s ~ i n ~ ~  
C ~ ~ ~ L i m t o *  
-a--- 
OfhisbOokinCbinn. 
He says: "Many in 

ChirrPwoddmmtotalkabd~ 
background to TYammm, hut 
they woutd ha+ more trouWll 
t h p l i a ~ w o l l u f i L ~  
w . S o m p b o o k ~ ~  
increaae the range of freaeoan 
tlmyllavetowritePbanti" 
@- 
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