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NTU ranked 16th 
among under40 unis 
Being one of the youngest 
in survey, it has potential 
to grow: NTU president 

THE Nanyang Technological University (NTU) has 
come in 16th in a new ranking refeased yesterday 
for universities under 50 years old. 

P u b W  by the Times HEghsr Education, a Brit- 
ish education consultaricy who& research includes 
ranking universities, the assessment comes in the 
same week that a similar ranking placed the Singa- 
pare university in the fourth place. 

The earlier survey, conducted by London-based 
Qpacquarelli Symonds (QS), also ranked dvers i -  
ties worldwide that are below 50 years old. 

NTU president B d  Andersson. said the dm- 
stty's showing in the new ranking was a sign that 
NTU was wd-recoeptised internationally. 
01 the difference in the two rankings. Ptofessor 

Andersson said the 21-year-old un ive rd~  was Ue- 
ly placed lower in the Times ranking because of the 
survey's focus on research. 

did not start ramping up its research. capa- 
bilities until 2004, said Prof Anderssan, adding that 
it usually takes at least five years for any research 

Thta was a disadvantage 
toNTU.Asa 
research-intensive 
mtbmity, we may be 
only swen years dd. 
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efforts to produce results. 
"This was a disadvantage to NTU. As a 

research-intensive university, we may be d y  sev- 
en years old," he said. 

Prof Andersson noted that among the universi- 
ties in the Times ranking, NTU was one of the 
youngest. 'This, he safd, meant the school has "the 
potential to grow our standing furtherw. 

The university president added that he was aim- 
ing for the school to be ranked in the top 10 by 
Times, and top three by QS, by 2015. 

He said the dversity would focus on research 
in sustainability and the environment, such as in 
areas of clean energy and water. 

NTU has received about $830 million for sustain- 
ability research. 

Prof Andersson said NTU's main Asian 
competitors in the ranldngs were Hong Kong's uni- 
versities, which have featured prominently in both 
rankings. 

The Hong Kong University of Science and Tech- 
nology was plloced thfrd Sn the Times ranking, fol- 
lowing the Ecole Polytechnique Federale de 
Lamame in Switzerland in second pl~ce; and the 
Pohang University of Science. and Technology in 
So@ Korea fn the top spot. 

In the QS ranking, the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong University of Sci- 
ence and Technology were glaced first and second 
respectively. 

The National University of Singapore (NUS) was 
not ranked in either survey because it is more than 
SO years old. As for tbe  gapo ore Management Uni- 
versitrr, it did not fit the two grou~~'  raddm! crite- 
ria &it was considered a ~dngl; faculty btitu- 
tionn speclPllsiag in one area - the social sciences. 

Researchers from both th6 Times and QS said 
that another r e a m  NTU was ranked differently in 
the two m e y s  may be because of the way the uni- 
versities were assessad 

In the Times tally, academic reputation account- 
ed for just a fifth of the overall score, said hdr Phil 
Baty, editor of the Times Higher Education rank- 
ing~ in an a-mail reply to The Straits Tbnes. 

The QS ranking, howew, weighed academic rep- 
utation as 40 per ceqt of its o d  score. 

Mr Baty said reputation counted for less in his 
study because it reflected better the profile of 
younger universfties. 

UThis is because reputation is often associated 
with heritage and historyn, which is an advantage 
older institutions had over younger universities, Mr 
Baty said. 

Both rPnlrfngs are spin-offs from the 'IIqies' and 
QS' & World'University Rmkings to'chart the 
~ o f y o l n l g ~ d t i t s .  
m- 

mHPllEImEA7#11100USWll50 
1. Pohang University of Science and 
Technology 
2. Ecole Polytechnique Pederale de Lausanne 
3. Hong Kong University of Science and 
Technology 
4. University of California, Irvine 
5. Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 
Technology 
6. Universite Pierre et Marie Curie 
7. University of California, Santa Cruz 
8. University of York 
9. Lancaster University 
10. Unhrsity of East Anglia 
16. Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 

Q I m , s o ~ s o  
i. The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
( C u m )  
2. The Hong Kong University of Sdence and 
Technology (HKUS'lJ 
3. The University of Warwid 
4. Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
5. Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 
Technology 
6. University of York 
7. Pohang University of Sdence and 
Technology 
8. Maasbicht University 
9. Citv Universitv of Horn KO- 
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