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SMU is the first university in Singapore to achieve AAHRPP accreditation

Singapore, 10 April 2018 (Tuesday) - The Association for the Accreditation of Human Research
Protection Programs, Inc. headquartered in Washington, D.C. has announced on 20 March 2018, that
Singapore Management University (SMU) is the first University in Singapore to become an
AAHRPP accredited research organisation.

In its announcement, AAHRPP’s President and CEO Elyse I. Summers said “In today’s increasingly
collaborative research enterprise, AAHRPP accreditation offers an assurance that an organization can
be trusted to protect research participants and produce accurate, reliable results.” AAHRPP also
stated that to earn AAHRPP accreditation, organisations must show that they have built extensive
safeguards into every level of their research operation and that they adhere to high standards for
research.

With SMU?’s receipt of the accreditation status, there are now 35 research organizations across the
whole of Asia that are AAHRPP accredited. Among these organizations, 33 accredited organizations
are medical-related, such as hospitals, medical universities and medical centres. Besides SMU, the
only other university-level accredited organisation in Asia (not specific to a medical-related research
unit), is Peking University.

Professor Steven Miller, SMU’s Vice Provost (Research) and the Institutional Official of the
university’s Human Research Protection Programme (HRPP), said “SMU has worked hard to create
the processes and culture for protecting the safety, welfare and rights of the individuals who
participate in our research. We are proud to be the first and only social sciences oriented research
university in Asia that is AAHRPP accredited, and one of the few specialized social science research
universities in the world to receive this accreditation.”

Examples of the processes and culture that SMU has built into the research operations to protect the
safety, welfare and rights of research participants include the establishment of additional safeguards
to protect the vulnerable populations in research, the regular evaluation of SMU Institutional Review
Board’s composition and performance to ensure high quality reviews of human participant research,
as well as the inclusion of compliance measures to ensure the proper conduct of transnational research
by the SMU researchers.

Professor Lily Kong, SMU’s Provost, said “SMU is a relatively young university and our ability to
meet AAHRPP’s rigorous standards for our Human Research Protection Programme is a testament
to the very substantial progress that SMU has made as a research university.”

To read AAHRPP’s press release on SMU’s Full AAHRPP accreditation achievement, click on this
link.
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https://admin.aahrpp.org/Website%20Documents/1st%20Q%20%202018%20accreditations%20release.v3.pdf
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About Singapore Management University

A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally
recognised for its world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s
mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and to produce broad-based, creative
and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU’s education is known for its
highly interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to learning.

Home to over 10,000 students across undergraduate, postgraduate professional and postgraduate
research programmes, SMU is comprised of six schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian
School of Business, School of Economics, School of Information Systems, School of Law, and
School of Social Sciences. SMU offers a wide range of bachelors', masters' and doctoral degree
programmes in the disciplinary areas associated with the six schools, as well as in interdisciplinary
combinations of these areas.

SMU has an emphasis on generating rigorous, high-impact, and relevant multi-disciplinary research
that addresses Asian issues of global relevance. SMU’s faculty members collaborate with leading
international researchers and universities from USA, Europe, China and India, as well as with
partners in the business community and public sector. SMU’s city campus is a modern facility located
in the heart of downtown Singapore, fostering strategic linkages with business, government and the
wider community.

About AAHRPP

The Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs, Inc. (AAHRPP)
promotes high-quality research through an accreditation process that helps organizations worldwide
strengthen their human research protection programs (HRPPs).

An independent, non-profit accrediting body, AAHRPP uses a voluntary, peer driven, educational
model to ensure that HRPPs meet rigorous standards for quality and protection. To earn accreditation,
organizations must provide tangible evidence-through policies, procedures, and practices-of their
commitment to scientifically and ethically sound research and to continuous improvement.

As the "gold seal,” AAHRPP accreditation offers assurances-to research participants, researchers,
sponsors, government regulators, and the general public-that an HRPP is focused first and foremost
on excellence.



