
 
 

Media Release 

Singapore accounting professors receive international honour for innovative teaching  

SMU faculty also hold the distinction of being the first academics outside of America to receive 

the award 

 

Singapore, 2 September, 2015 (Wednesday) - Seow Poh Sun, Associate Professor of 

Accounting (Education) and Associate Dean (Teaching and Curriculum) and senior lecturer 

Wong Suay Peng of the School of Accountancy at Singapore Management University recently 

were honoured with the 2015 Innovation in Accounting Education Award from the American 

Accounting Association (AAA).  

The award, sponsored by the Ernst & Young Foundation, was given to Prof Seow and Ms Wong 

in recognition of their outstanding achievement in innovative teaching in the use of a mobile 

game app.  

Their work "Accounting Challenge: Mobile-Gaming App for Learning Accounting" is the first 

mobile-gaming app developed for teaching financial accounting. It aims to enhance learning of 

accounting by engaging students to play and learn accounting on the go, anywhere at any time. 

This is the first time in the history of the AAA that the award had been presented to professors of 

a university outside of America. 

 “I share this honour with my partner in this project Suay Peng. To receive this prestigious 

Innovation in Accounting Education Award, being recognized by your peers half way across the 

world for your accomplishments is one of the highest honours a faculty member can receive, and 

I am deeply grateful,” said Prof Seow. 

“I’d also like to thank my colleagues at Singapore Management University, without whose 

support, this achievement would not be possible.” 

The app is an innovative approach to introduce, explain and illustrate financial accounting, and 

has proven successful in helping students understand this type of accounting. 

Prof Seow added: “The Accounting Challenge (ACE) app is freely available in iPhone/iPad and 

Android version. In June, the total number of download for ACE was 15,110, spanning 90 

countries. I hope more students will benefit from the app and learn accounting on the go.”  

“The Accounting Challenge is an exciting innovation that meets the needs of a fast-changing 

learning environment. The selection committee enthusiastically felt Poh Sun and Suay Peng 

stood out among a significant list of very well-deserving entries, based on the criteria set forth,” 

said Guido Geerts, professor of accounting and management information systems and Ernst and 

Young Faculty Scholar at the University of Delaware and the chair of the committee that selected 

the Innovation in Accounting Education Award winners.  

The annual Innovation in Accounting Education Award is intended to encourage innovation and 

improvement in accounting education, and submissions are judged by their innovation, 



demonstrated educational benefits, and adaptability by other academic institutions or to other 

situations. 

The American Accounting Association promotes worldwide excellence in accounting education, 

research and practice. Founded in 1916 as the American Association of University Instructors in 

Accounting, its present name was adopted in 1936. The Association is a voluntary organization 

of persons interested in accounting education and research. 
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About Singapore Management University 

A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally 

recognised for its world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s 

mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and produce broad-based, creative 

and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU education is known for its highly 

interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to learning, and for its technologically-enabled 

pedagogy of seminar-style teaching in small-sized classes. 

Home to around 8,800 undergraduate, postgraduate, executive and professional, full- and part-time 

students, SMU is comprised of six schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian School of 

Business, School of Economics, School of Information Systems, School of Law, and School of Social 

Sciences. SMU offers a wide range of bachelors', masters' and PhD degree programmes in the 

disciplinary areas associated with the six schools, as well as in interdisciplinary combinations of these 

areas. 

SMU has an emphasis on generating rigorous, high-impact, and relevant multi-disciplinary research 

that addresses Asian issues of global relevance.  SMU faculty members collaborate with leading 

international researchers and universities from USA, Europe, China and India, as well as with 

partners in the business community and public sector, through its research institutes, centres and labs. 

SMU’s city campus is a state-of-the art facility located in the heart of downtown Singapore, fostering 

strategic linkages with business, government and the wider community.www.smu.edu.sg 
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