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Media Release 
 

SMU Lee Kong Chian School of Business one of the youngest in the world to 
achieve ‘triple crown’ accreditation of AACSB, AMBA and EQUIS  

 

 
Singapore, 27 April 2018 (Friday) – The Singapore Management University’s (SMU) Lee Kong Chian 
School of Business (LKCSB) has been conferred the prestigious Association of MBAs (AMBA) 
accreditation, reinforcing its global stature as a leading business school. With this achievement, 
LKCSB is now one of the youngest business schools in the world, at the tender age of 18 years, and 
the only Singaporean business school, to hold the honour of being triple accredited by the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), AMBA and European Quality 
Improvement System (EQUIS).  
 
Only the top one per cent of business schools worldwide hold the coveted ‘triple crown’ 
accreditation. This achievement brings SMU LKCSB to the ranks of a very select group of business 
schools around the world, such as the London Business School in the United Kingdom, IE Business 
School in Spain and IMD in Switzerland.  
 
Said Professor Gerard George, Dean of SMU’s Lee Kong Chian School of Business, and Professor of 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship: “We are delighted to be accredited by AMBA, in addition to the 
AACSB and EQUIS accreditation which we had attained earlier. The journey towards accreditation 
involves rigorous reviews and evaluation processes. Credit for achieving this ‘triple crown’ 
accreditation within a short span of the school’s 18 year history, goes to our faculty and staff. I thank 
them for their dedication towards delivering the highest standards of education and research 
excellence. 
 
Achieving triple accreditation by the international and independent committees of AACSB, AMBA 
and EQUIS is testimony to the high quality and holistic nature of our programmes. We remain fully 
committed towards exploring different learning environments and continuous improvement in 
research. By exposing our students to innovative approaches of business education, multicultural 
perspectives, mentorship and networking opportunities with corporate leaders, we aim to create an 
immersive learning environment that inspires their intellect and sense of global responsibility.”  
 
In 2011, LKCSB received both the AACSB accreditation and a five-year EQUIS accreditation. For both 
accreditations, the School has the distinction of being one of the youngest schools in the world to be 
accredited.  
 
In April 2016, LKCSB earned re-accreditation from AACSB for another five years. Under a new set of 
standards implemented by AACSB in 2013, an accredited institution not only exemplifies innovation 
in various aspects of its operations including curriculum design and pedagogy; it also focuses its 
efforts on the impact and relevance of its programmes and research; and actively engages the 
academic community, the business community, and the larger community in which it operates. 
 

https://www.mbaworld.com/accreditation
http://www.aacsb.edu/
http://www.efmd.org/accreditation-main/equis/accredited-schools
http://www.efmd.org/accreditation-main/equis/accredited-schools
https://business.smu.edu.sg/news/2016/05/13/smu-maintains-prestigious-aacsb-accreditation-its-business-and-accountancy
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In December 2016, LKCSB earned a five-year re-accreditation by the European Foundation for 
Management Development (EFMD) through its European Quality Improvement System (EQUIS).  The 
prestigious EQUIS accreditation, which involves a rigorous self-assessment and a peer review visit 
from international academics and business professionals, covers all programmes offered by the 
School from undergraduate degree up to the Ph.D. level. 
 
About the AMBA accreditation  
 
According to the Association of MBAs (AMBA), an institution is granted the AMBA accreditation for a 
period of five years. There are presently 50 business schools in Asia which have attained the AMBA 
accreditation, with SMU LKCSB being the 51st. 
 
AMBA accreditation represents the highest standard of achievement in postgraduate business 
education and is earned only by the best post graduate management programmes. AMBA accredits 
the Master of Business Administration (MBA), Master of Business Management (MBM), and Doctor 
of Business Administration (DBA) courses in only the top 2% of the world's Business Schools. 
 
 

  

https://business.smu.edu.sg/news/2017/01/03/lee-kong-chian-school-business-maintains-prestigious-equis-accreditation-another
https://business.smu.edu.sg/news/2017/01/03/lee-kong-chian-school-business-maintains-prestigious-equis-accreditation-another
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About SMU Lee Kong Chian School of Business (LKCSB) 
SMU commenced its curriculum in 2000 with the School of Business, which welcomed its pioneer 
cohort of students in August 2000. In 2004, the Lee Foundation contributed S$50 million to SMU in 
honour of the late Dr Lee Kong Chian, a well-known Southeast Asian businessman, philanthropist 
and community leader. In recognition of the Lee Foundation's generosity, SMU named in perpetuity 
the School of Business, the building and the university-wide scholars programme after Dr Lee Kong 
Chian. Today, LKCSB is a dynamic Asian business school with about 3,500 students and over a 
hundred full-time faculty members with postgraduate degrees from renowned universities such as 
Cornell, Harvard, INSEAD, Oxford, Stanford and Yale. The school offers undergraduate, master's and 
doctoral programmes and is affiliated with a number of research centres such as the Sim Kee Boon 
Institute for Financial Economics, the Centre for Marketing Excellence and the Institute for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 
 
In 2011, LKCSB received both the AACSB (Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) 
accreditation and a five-year EQUIS (European Quality Improvement System) accreditation. For both 
accreditations, the School has the distinction of being one of the youngest schools in the world to be 
accredited. In April 2016, LKCSB earned re-accreditation from AACSB for another five years. LKCSB 
also joined the ranks of other internationally-renowned business schools by becoming a member of 
the EMBA Council since 2012. The School is currently ranked fourth in Asia and 49th worldwide in the 
University of Texas, Dallas rankings for research contributions for the period 2011 – 2015. 
www.business.smu.edu.sg 
 

About Singapore Management University  

A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally 
recognised for its world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s 
mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and produce broad-based, creative 
and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU education is known for its 
highly interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to learning, and for its technologically 
enabled pedagogy of seminar-style teaching in small class sizes. 
 
Home to around 10,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students, SMU comprises six schools: 
School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, School of Economics, School of 
Information Systems, School of Law, and School of Social Sciences.  SMU offers a wide range of 
bachelors, masters and PhD degree programmes in the disciplinary areas associated with the six 
schools, as well as in interdisciplinary combinations of these areas. 
 
SMU has an emphasis on generating rigorous, high-impact, and relevant multi-disciplinary research 
that addresses Asian issues of global relevance.  SMU faculty members collaborate with leading 
international researchers and universities from USA, Europe, China and India, as well as with 
partners in the business community and public sector, through its research institutes, centres and 
labs. SMU’s city campus is a state-of-the art facility located in the heart of downtown Singapore, 
fostering strategic linkages with business, government and the wider community. www.smu.edu.sg  
 
 

http://www.business.smu.edu.sg/
http://www.smu.edu.sg/

