
 

Publication: Lawyer Monthly 
Date: 19 September 2012 
Headline: Jones Day Foundation establishes Professorship of 
Commercial Law at Singapore Management University  

 
JONES DAY FOUNDATION ESTABLISHES PROFESSORSHIP 

OF COMMERCIAL LAW AT SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT 

UNIVERSITY 

Posted on: 19 September 2012 
Written by: Claire Middleton  
 
Jones Day, through its non-profit foundation funded by donations from attorneys and staff, 
recently announced a donation to Singapore Management University (SMU) of 
US$500,000 to establish the Jones Day Professorship of Commercial Law for a term of 
seven years.  Professor Adrian Briggs has been appointed as the first Jones Day Professor 
of Commercial Law at SMU and will oversee the development of Commercial Law concepts 
at SMU.  

The Jones Day Foundation plays an integral role in implementing pro bono initiatives 
globally, an achievement which is only possible through the donation of both time and 
resources from lawyers and staff.  Each Jones Day office has a designated partner-in-
charge of pro bono to further develop the reach of activities and encourage the participation 
firm-wide.  The full-time, firm-wide Partner-in-Charge of pro bono, oversees and directs pro 
bono efforts worldwide.  

The donation exemplifies Jones Day’s commitment to Singapore and the Asia Pacific 
region, which are an integral part of Jones Day’s Asian presence.  The appointment follows 
the establishment of the Jones Day Chair Professorship for Globalization and Rule of Law 
at Peking University, China in May 2012.  

The donation is the largest gift received by SMU from a law firm and will facilitate increased 
focus on the development of Commercial Law in Singapore, a market which is in 
continuous development and increasingly plays a global role as a hub for legal services to 
both regional and international clients in Asia.  

Professor Yeo Tiong Min, Dean of SMU School of Law, said: “We are a comprehensive law 
school within a business and management university, situated in close proximity to where 
deals are brokered, where disputes are resolved, and where laws are made. We have a 
natural strength in commercial laws. We are deeply grateful to Jones Day for the gift to 
further advance the development of commercial laws in Singapore.”  

He added, “We are also very happy to be able to appoint as our first Jones Day Professor 
of Commercial Law an internationally renowned scholar who has cast much light on the 
intricate workings behind the resolution of cross-border commercial disputes.”  

Stephen J. Brogan, Jones Day Managing Partner, commented: "Our commitment to helping 
others is central to the Firm's institutional character.  As our global reach has extended 
further and deeper, we have looked for new and significant ways to serve and improve all 
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of the communities that have been instrumental to our success.  As a law firm with seven 
offices in the Asia Pacific, we take great pride in investing in the communities we operate in, 
helping to advance the legal profession, and furthering the advancement of legal education 
in Singapore”. 
 
Brogan continued “as we look to the future, we will continue to identify and respond to the 
demands for pro bono service that are presented by an increasingly integrated world. Our 
commitment to serving the less fortunate and advancing the rule of law is as critical to the 
Firm's institutional character as our successful representation of the paying clients that give 
us our financial strength”.  

Sushma Jobanputra, Partner in Charge of the Singapore office, added: “We are very 
excited to have this opportunity to work with Singapore Management University, and play a 
part in the development of the legal profession in Singapore. It is very satisfying to be 
involved in furthering the growth of Singapore as a hub for legal services in Asia and 
contributing to the increase in commercial and economic benefits this growth brings for the 
country”.  
 


