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Translation 
 
SMU introduces Global Impact Scholarship Award 

 
SMU yesterday announced a new Global Impact Scholarship Award. The scholarship, which is 
worth more than $120,000, will be awarded to 40 Singaporean freshmen from the forthcoming 
academic year.  
  
The scholarship covers undergraduate tuition fees, living allowance ($5000), computer allowance 
($1800) and a global learning opportunities worldwide grant ($14,000), as well as an optional 
Masters tuition grant worth up to $40,000. Scholars have the option to gain work experience after 
graduating from their undergraduate studies, and return to the university within five years to 
pursue their postgraduate degree. 
 
SMU-X courses 
 
Scholars will get to co-design and participate in an overseas community service project, visit 
companies abroad, participate in one term of overseas exchange, and take bespoke SMU-X 
courses. 
 
SMU-X is a new pedagogy introduced by the university, students work with companies to develop 
solutions to tackle challenges faced by the companies. The programme is open to students from 
their second year onwards.  Students typically have the opportunity to take up to two SMU-X 
courses, however, Global Impact Scholars will take three SMU-X courses specially developed for 
them. Through this robust curriculum, the university hopes that scholars will gain a global 
perspective, and develop strong leadership and adaptability skills. 
 
DBS is one of the companies partnering the university in its SMU-X courses. Ms Theresa Phua, 
Managing Director, Singapore Head Human Resources, DBS Bank, said that companies value 
students who have an innovative mindset and are able to embrace change. She added that the 
SMU-X course enables students to have a taste of what banking is about, in addition to building a 
talent pipeline for enterprises. 
 
National Junior College student Charmaine Chua felt that the most appealing feature of the new 
scholarship is the international exposure opportunities. She said: “The overseas exposure will 
provide new perspectives and a different learning environment.  In my opinion, such opportunities 
would help shape the way I understand and approach the complex issues of today.” 
 


