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Translation:
Swimming with dolphins; seeing snow for the first time; bringing your mother for a vacation.
These are some of the things that a group of youth wish to accomplish in their lifetime.

To encourage youth not to give up on their dreams and to live their lives without regrets, five students from Singapore Management University (SMU) interviewed more
than 30 Singaporeans who have overcome their personal challenges in life, and have compiled it into a book of bucket lists.

Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam, who launched the book yesterday at SMU, pointed out that this was a meaningful project by youth who made an
effort to chase their dreams and inspire others at the same time.

He said, “One of the things | can’t help noticing is that many of those who have succeeded in their careers or contributed to society were not academic high-flyers when
they were young. And not all those who were academically tops have done well later. But most who have succeeded seem to have had one thing in common. They
chose to do something they enjoy, and gain fulfilment from helping others. Some of them have gone along an unconventional path. Some are in regular careers, but go
about things with real passion.”

So when he received an invitation from the students to be the Guest of Honor at the book launch, he accepted it without a second thought.

Titled Past, Present, Future, the book was co-authored and compiled by SMU students Clive Lim, Chan Ya Yi, Rachel Koh, Kimberly Loo and Desiree Chia. The
individuals they approached have overcome the odds to rise above their challenges and fulfil their dreams in life. Each individual also shares his or her bucket list in the
book.

Said Clive: “A bucket list and a dream is not the same, a dream is something you will always keep chasing, but a bucket list is something you tend to keep aside. Our
message to everyone is to make your dreams come to pass no matter how small they are, or the opportunity may pass you by.”

Clive personally feels that the more important message of the book is to remind youth to do the things they have always wanted to do, but have been putting on hold.
The book took the students ten months to complete, with the help of Central Singapore Community Development Council’s Mayor’s Imagine Fund.

Both Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Deputy Prime Ministers Teo Chee Hean and Tharman Shanmugaratnam penned down words of inspiration in the book to
motivate youth.

On the last page of Past, Present, Future, is the five students’ collective bucket list: “To write a book.”
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