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ee Kuan Yew, le-gendarni 
utemelj�telj moclemog Sin
gaputil i vjerojat:no jedan od 
najveCih dr!avnika 2.0. stol

·eea, pod Cijom se dirigentskom pali.
com (ill cvrstom rukom) Singa.pur u 
samo jednoj genemciji pretvorio iz siro
ma5ne 2ie"mlJe� svijeta. u jed.nu od 
najbogatifih i najkonkuren.tnijih dri:a
w Prvog svijeta, pre:ntinuo fe' 23. ozuj
ka 2015. u 91. godinj.Jza sebe je osmvio 
naciju ciji je utjecaj disproporcion.alan 
njegovoj veliCini u svijetu. 

Poput oaze u pustinji Singapurr se 

Nni pomalo nestwran. Povciinom tek 
Mto vEia od grada Za. ba, 5,5· mil· 
iju.na ljudL i bez ikakvib -prirodnih 
resursa., ova mala oltOCna grad-driaiVa 
nema nikakve pase.bne p�eduvjet za 

ekonomsJld mpjeh.Ne.maju M ru izvor 
vode1 pa Je uvoze i!z susjedne Malez.ij . 
tJ intervjuu koji je dao New¥ork Time
su 2007.godine1Yew fe reka.o da Singa
pur uopte ne bi treba.o i ne moi.e pos
tojatr'. astav:io je: � i nemamo e1e
m ntam.c sastojke potrebne da bismo 
bi1" nacija: homogenu populaciju� za. 

jednicki jezik i zajeclni&u lruJturu . . 
Paipak,p · omoo momSingapu· 

ru j prica o nevjerojamom uspjehu. 
singapur i dams ectvrti najveei finan 
cijs'ki centar svij · ta (poslije ew Yor· 
ka_,LOrulona i Hong KoQga).Dom ,· ieci� 
noj od :n.a.jprom.elltljlli svj(ktskih luka ·i 
dmgDj najslrupljoj zgradi na svijetu 
(Marina Bay Sands Hot,el). zemlja. se 

mofe pobvaliti najefikasnijim 
zdravstven.im sustavom na svijetu te 
jednlm od najboliih ob ovnih susta� 
vat Clji su sko1ar(•j vee godinama pri 
vrhu svjets'kih stmda:rdiziranih testo
va znan.ja. (PISA)., 

ingapur:ska. sveuCiliSta. su u vrhu 
svil1 relcvantnih svjets:ldh ljestvica 
ranginmja. 

Njihovu opsesivuu. fokusiranllst na 
izvrsnost imao am i sam prilik 
iskusiti tijekom �og posjeta najm1ad
em singa.purskom. sveutili.Stu - Sin.g-.a
pore Management urnv�rsity (SMU). 
Vodeei ljudi sveuCiliSrn ohjasnili. su mi 
da j1e g)avna rnDtivacija za .n

'egovo 
pokretanje bila 7.e1ja villde za uvod.en
jem novog igraca koj i bi unio di 
nantiku u sustav ob.razovanja kojim su 
do tada domini.rala dva velika dr7;Mla 
sveuelliSta (National U �v m'ty of in· 
gapore i Nanyang University of Tech· 
nolqgy),n svj�tskoj raziniprepoznata 
po kvaliteti. Poput bogatog europskog 
nogometnog kluba. koji svnje igraee 
dovodi iz djdog SVIj&a�SMU fe veCinu 
svoji.h pm:fesora (60 %) doveo s na
jboljih .svjetskih sveucili.Sta. a 7.a rekto-

ra su oda.brali prof. De Mey.en, bivSt!g 
,dJr�ktom poslovne :skole sveuCili&ta 
Cambridge 
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tan 
s!lucaJ za sve lw} • prouc.ava· 
ju teorije (i prakse) ekon.om· 
skog razvoja ma]e driave 

be:z prrirodnih resursa u kontekstu 
otvmrene1 globaliz.irane ekonomijt! 
(zvuCi pozna to?}. od 1.965. do· 1991. go
di_nc singa.purrski BDP po statnO'Vll.ilcJu 
j:e pora_StaO :za nevjerojatnih. 2800 % s 

500 do lara p.o stanovniku l 965. na 
14.500 dola:m 1991. godin -.1 nakon sto 
je Lee Kuan Yew ,O<b,'tUpio s prernijer
skog mjesta 199t.godine, sustav koji j:e 
stvo:rio � je stvarnti. tmpresivne 
rezu:Jtate. Danasnji BOP od oko 56.000 
do1ara po stano\'lliku svrstava inga, 
pur medu najbogatije zemlje svijeta 
tik ispod prnom bogatog Katra i 
naftom 1:u,gat NolV, �ke. Leejevi 
memoori, prikladnog im ma ,.lz� 
svijeta u PrVi1\ �Citaj J s kao j«i.na od 
�onili Z.uto-crnih kn ·iga nas1ovom 
"'bko izgmditi uspje;-nu zemlju ni iz 
eega � za neznalke?'" 

Lee je nametnuo iz.ni.mno visoke 
standarde u gotovo svakoj sferi javnog 
Zivo:ta.. Poeevii ·od javnog sektora, koji 
j uspostavio na principima me· i · 
tokracije Lee je arhltl kt ustava koji u 
javnu :luib� regrutirn samo sposob 1e 
ljude', a kako bi ukJon.io kmLtpciju 
medu javnim duz�-nieima, Lee ih je 

odluCi.o izrazito dobro platiti.. plaCom 
od otpriHke 2 2 milijuna dolara 
godiSnje,singapu.rrs-ld premifer je naf
plaeeniji svj - ki lider. Kak.o izgfeda 
ovaj sustav u praksi? Letim.i·ca n 

pogled na sastav dana8nje singa· 
purs�e vlade reti ee nam slj 

' 
od 16 ministara, .sest ih }� studiralo 
na cambridgeu, jedan na Imperial 
Coll�geu u Londonu, dvoje na Lon� 
don school of Economics .• petero· ih 
im.a magisterij Harvarda, j.edan 
MlT�a te Jedan doktorat Stanforda. 
Malo koja vlada na svi)ett ima 
takav tim na celu. 

Ja.ke,�kompetent.ne i nepodruplji :(> 

dlia.vne i.nstitndje, u :kombinari}i. 
go ov-o manijakainim foku.som n.a 
e.konomski rast · snainim Leejevima 
vodstvom, pretvorile su Sing.apur u 
jednu od oo.jatraktivnijih Jokacija za 

ino'7..emna direktna ulaganja u Azijli. 
Na'kon sto su mu druge azijsk drt.ave 
pocele konlwrinti. jeftinijont radnom 
snagom, Singapur se uspjeino pri
] �godfo fokt..tsirajucl se na ·industrije s 

verom dodanom vrijednosti, koje :z;a. 

htifevaju obrnzovaniju radnu sna,gu. 
za.padrti m.ediji. testo su kritizi.rnli 

leeja. Kuana Yewa zbog o.oo.ootataka 
s)obod govoo-a i kontrole medija, kan 
i zOOg pmkti&i jedoo.stiarutCR»g SUS· 
tava koji je razvio u Singapuru. 

utj caj c sto je 
prelazit) granioo Singapu
ra. Kada je oeng xiaop
ing, nakon Sto je uvidio 

katastrofalne rezul.tat� M.aove kuJ
tume revolucUe,rasbstio s komuniz
mom i odJuC:io refonnirati Kinu1 tre
bao mu je ovi,lwpitalisti&i ekoru:un
ski :modeL no onaj lroj1 bi bio primien· 
jiv u kineskom kont "kstu. Kraj:em 
s:edrundesetih godina pmS1og sto1jeea9 
oeng je· JX�Sletio si.ngapur te mu jed
jekom tog posjeta Lee Kuan Yew 
po�o sto su sve uspjelJ poot{a u rely 
ati.vno malo vremena i uvjeriti ga da 
bi takav model mogao funkci�mirnti i 
u Kini. ]tnpresiorril'an svim · sto jc 
vidio u singapum, Deng se vr:atio u 
Kinu i za.poceo reforme koje su u 
s1jedeeih 30 godina pridonijele izlasku 
vjs od 500 milijuna 'ljud:i iz 
sirom.aStva. 

Sto mot.e:mo nauC'�ti iz sing,apursk� 
og iskustva. 

Kao prvo, :sudbina: nadj · u elike 
ovisi o kvaliteti v'odstva koje ima.sin
gapur je do.kaz da mala zemlja be.z 
prirod'nih resuTSa; s kompetentnim i 
lep()tkupljivim vodstvom; rnoze ti 
j kom jedne generacije napraviti 
kvantni kok iz k1uba nerazvijenih u 
ldub najrazvijen.i'jih driava sv'jct.a. 
Dmgo, singapurski model pokazao j 
da jf za prospedtet na ij m ogo 
va.Zn.iji pragma.tlCni pristup rjeSavan
ju probleJ.M i iskrena komun.ikacija 
gradanima nego trenuhlrn� ideologi
ja vl.astodriaca.. • 

""autorje prodekanza Medunaroonu 
sUJradnju 11a Zagrebaokoj Sl:oli ekonamr · 
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Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore's legendary founder and probably one of the greatest statesman of the 20th century, under whose 

leadership Singapore made the jump from a poor, 'third world country' to one of the richest and most competitive countries of the 

'first world', has passed away on 23rd of March 2015. 

He is survived by his legacy, a modern city-state Singapore, country whose influence globally is disproportionate to its size. 

Like an oasis in a desert, Singapore feels somewhat unreal. Marginally larger than the city of Zagreb, with roughly 5,5 million people 

and virtually no natural resources, this small city-state lacks typical prerequisites for economic prosperity and development. LKY 

himself made that clear in his interview to the New York Times in 2007, when he said:" ... we don't have the ingredients of a nation, 

the elementary factors: a homogeneous population, common language, common culture and common destiny." 

However, the Singapore story is the story of incredible success. Nowadays, Singapore is the 4th largest financial centre in the world 

{after New York, London and Hong Kong). Its port is the second busiest in the world and it is home to the world's second most 

expensive building in the world (Marina Bay Sands Hotel). This small city-state is home to the world's most efficient healthcare 

system and its education system is one of best in the world, as evidenced by the fact that Singapore's pupils top overall ran kings in 

PI SA tests. Not to mention that Singapore's universities fall in the category of world's top universities. 

I personally had the opportunity to experience Singapore's, almost compulsive, dedication to excellence, during my visit to one of 

the youngest Singapore's university-the Singapore Management University (SMU). In discussion with my colleague from SMU, I 

discovered that the motivation behind SMU's founding was the desire of the government to inject an extra dose of competition and 

dynamics into Singapore's higher education system, which at that time was dominated by the National University of Singapore and 

Nanyang Technological University (both of these institutions recognised globally for their excellence). From inception, SMU 

behaved as a top European football club, sourcing its talent from all over the world and building its faculty team from best people, 

wherever they came from. Nowadays, more than half of SMU's faculty is international, while the President of SMU, Professor De 

Meyer, is a former dean of University of Cambridge Business School. 

Today, Singapore is an excellent case study for anyone interested in studying the theory (or practice) of economic development of a 

small, resourceless state, in the context of open, globalised economy (sounds familiar?). From 1965 until 1991, Singapore's GOP 

per capita grew from $500 to $14,500 in 1991. Even after Lee Kuan Yew stepped down as the PM, the system he created 

continued delivering impressive results. Today's GOP per capita of around $56,000 puts Singapore just below gas-rich Qatar and 

oil-rich Norway. Lee Kuan Yew's memoires, conveniently titled "From Third World to First" is the closest thing to one of those 

yellow-black manual books titled "How to build a successful nation from scratch -for dummies". 

Lee set very high standards in almost any sphere of public life. Lee was an architect of a system that introduced the concept of 

meritocracy in the public service which meant-only the most able candidates would be recruited, and they would be compensated 

as if they were working in the private sector. The idea behind this was to remove any incentives for the corruption. How does this 

look in practice? With an annual salary of around $2.2 million, Singapore's prime minister is the world's best paid leader. A short 

glance at the credentials of current Singaporean government reveals some impressive information: out of 16 ministers, six studied 

at Cambridge, one at Imperial College, two studied at the London School of Economics, five ministers have Masters Degrees from 

Harvard, one from the MIT and one minister has a PhD from Stanford University. Few (if any) governments in the world are led by 

people with such credentials. 

Strong, competent and incorruptible institutions, combined with almost maniacal focus on economic growth and Lee's visionary 

leadership have transformed Singapore into one of the most attractive locations for the foreign direct investments. After other South 

East Asian countries started competing with Singapore on low wages, Lee was successful in refocusing Singapore on higher-value 

adding products and services, which require more educated workforce. 

Western media often criticised Lee for curbing the freedom of speech and for creating a political system almost completely 

dominated by one party. 

Lee Kuan Yew's influence often transcended Singapore's boarders. Deng Xiaoping, after witnessing the catastrophic effects of 

Mao's Cultural Revolution, realised that China needed to reform itself if it wanted to prosper. He found himself in dire need for an 

economic development model that would suit China's context. During his visit to Singapore in the late 70s, Deng was impressed 

with everything Lee Kuan Yew achieved with Singapore. More so, when he returned to China, he decided to apply a similar 

economic development model to China. As we know, these reforms helped lift more than 600 million people out of poverty. 

What can we (Croatia) learn from Singapore's example? 

First of all, the destiny of a nation depends to a large extent on its leadership. Singapore is an evidence that a small, resourceless 

country, with competent and incorruptible leaders, can, within one generation, make a quantum leap from 'third world' to 'first world' 

country. Secondly, the Singaporean model shows that, pragmatic approach to problem solving and honest communication with 

citizens is more important for the prosperity of the country than current ideology of people in power. 




