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Olympic medal 
stokes debate 
on Singapore 
immigration 
Ethnic tension businessman crashed his 

Ferrari at high speed into a 
h x i  two months ago, killing Divided reaction to M, a local drier 

China-born player and a Japan- ~ U W .  
This is all causing a head- w g h b  ache for the go~e-mt, 

which is trying to balance a hd@tod f m  bi* rate wi* the 
fb~ign  workers, need to maintain a degree 
fin& Jv G m  of POPF~~O~ buoyancy to 

keep SmgaporeP economic 
When Feng Tianwei miracle on track. 
scooped bronze in the The government projects 
women's table tennis in the economy will expand 
London last week, it was 1.525 per cent this year, 
Singapore's flrst individual compared with 1.7 per cent 
Olympic medal in 52 years. last year. But Singapom is 
Yet amid the outpouring imeashaly dependent for 

of pride in the city-stateof growth on lower-income 
5.2m. a jarring note of hnigrant workers to help 
resentment has surfaced. build infrastructure and fw- 

Comments on social eigmrs working in areas, 
media sites were quick to such as commodity trading. 
point out that Ms Feng was '%migration is the big 
born in mainland China thiag now," says E m  
and did not get Singapore Tan, a law professor at Sin- 
dtbmhip until 2408. Mean- gapore Management Univer- 
while, 77 per cent of sity. "It impacts evwthing: 
respondents in an online property prices, rental, 
poll by Yahoo Singapore. the cost of living and the 
said they were "not proud" sense of belonging and 
of a "foreign import" win. what it means to be a 
ning an Olympic medal. Singaporean." 

"Honestly, I cannot bring In his national day 
myself to feel proud for a speech, Lee Hsien Loong, 
foreigner to win a medal for prime minister, said a feel- 
us, although they carry ing of belonging and 
our Singapore flag," one 
person wrote on Yahoo's 
Facebook page. 
As sinsapom 

1.5m 
marked 47 years since its Nu* of Ln- hl 
founding - under the slogan the C I W b t O  of 5 3 n  
"Loving Singapore, our 
home" - the reaction to Ms identity for S ingapom 
Feng has highlighted had become "harder to nur- 
mounting* friction over ture when we have new 
immigration. Much of it is immierants and forem 
focused on the wave of workem". 
mainland Chinese immi- Alarm bells were ntng 
&rants that has landed in earlier this YW by his 
Singapore over the past two father, the &year-old 
Years. founder of modern Singa- 

Paradoxically, most of pore, Lee Kuan Yew, who 
Singapore's Chinese popula- warned that inmasing the 
tion - ita 1-t ethnic birth rate was the country's 
group - are dwmlanta of "bh#=t challenge". 
hudgmuts from the Chi- The government's 
nese provinces of Wlan response 'has been a mix- 
and Guangdang. ture of tightening up on the 

Immigration has led to inflow of foreign workers, 
overcrowding on public information campaigning 
transport and competition and, last week, the creation 
for lower-paid jobs, eecalat- of a ministry of culture, 
ing housing custs and wid- community and youth 
ening income disparities. Of which the prime minister 
the 5.2m population, 1- said would focus on "deep 
people are imm&rants. ening the sense of identity 

Resentment at the arrival and belonging to the 
of wealthy mainland Chi- nation". 
nese, too, flared recently Mr Lee's a c e  has also 
after a young Chinese reminded would-be parents 

of their entitlement to a 
"baby bonm" of S$4,000 

tl* ''On ~ ~ m w , , k  (tam) for each of their Population 
(m) (as 94 of total) m n d  and third child- 
5 2  = er2 With Singapore's rela- 

tively open economy 
unlikely to escape the glo- 

5 2  - 26 bal slowdown, the r u m  
party knows the stakes are 

4,5 - 24 w & h e h u w m e d t h . t  

n l  
while per capita gross 

2 domestic product is imp=- 
sive, -re is "beyond 

20 the phase of effortless [euk 
- nomic]gmvw. 

0 
"Today Singapore is a 

l8 success story, but the world 
2005 07 09 11 is not standing 

s w n X : ~ 3 r t l m e J  
Mr Ise. "The next two dec- 
ades will be very different." 
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