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Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon hosted the Climate Summit 2014 at UN headquarters in New York on 23 September. In inviting world leaders, from 

government, finance, business, and civil society, the Secretary-General asked them to bring bold announcements and actions to the Summit that will 

reduce emissions, strengthen climate resilience, and mobilize political will for a meaningful /ega/ agreement in 2015. Image: United Nations 

The state of responsible 
business in Asia 
While big businesses flexed their muscle at the United Nations 

climate summit last month, Asian companies were conspicuously 

absent. But there are encouraging signs that corporate Asia is 

awakening to the benefits of understanding and applying corporate 

sustainability to business strategies. Jessica Cheam reports. 

BY JESSICA CHEAM 

I 
n the largest showing of corporate ambition 

in recent times, business leaders from across 

the globe convening at the United Nations 

climate summit in New York last month 

pledged significant actions to, in the words of 

UN chief Ban Ki-moon, "crystallize a global 

vision for low-carbon economic growth and to 

advance climate action". 

Several initiatives were announced, includ­

ing a more than US$200 billion commitment 

towards the Green Climate Fund to finance 

low-carbon and climate-resilient development 

by a coalition of government, business and civil 

society organisations, and a new initiative called 

RE 100, where a group of 100 major compa­

nies - including Swedish furniture giant IKEA 

and retail giant H&M - will power all their 

operations with renewable energy by 2020. 

UN climate envoy and former Irish presi­

dent Mary Robinson summed the proceedings 








