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China, US must play dynamic global role

SMU Prof says China, US need to focus on common global problems, not power competition

THE rapid rise of China in the last two decades had
given rise 1o talk that eventually, it will go to war with
the US, the world's current dominant superp

take these things into their discussions . .. the
reality is that while stales are still powerful as public

But James Tang, a political science p

goods p and major powers have greater
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who is Dean of the Singapore M
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University's (SMU) School of Social Scmﬂoes thinks
otherwise.
He points out that the US is in no danger of being
25 a sup soon, and China
has risen in & ram.mabny peaaemi way.
, there are broad forces

power
should not be separated from the provision of public

China can be encouraged to play a more active
role in thesa global problems, he says.
_ “I'm not suggesting war and peace problems will

at work like environmental and public healrmssws
that China and the US, along with other

L from the world stage, but I'm saying that a
rising power doesn’t mean more conficts. I's also 10

have to deal with together.

“We can't be 100 focused on power rivairy. This is
not particularly helpful. The worid has changed a
great deal and we have to deal with other kinds of
challenging global problems and that's a major focus
of the kind of research work we do at the School of
Social Sciences in SMU and what we want fo
prepare our students for,” Prof Tang says.

“In the case of China's ascendancy to a global
power, it is not & guestion of one power removing
another bu\ that there is now a whcle system with

d norms and insti

For example, China is slartmg to become more
responsible about its environment as it becomes an
important investor in many different parts of the
world,

“Thaere is more talk about corporale social
responsibility by Chunese companies cparatrng

For

China's ge 1o be seen as dealing with these
kmdoiprobbems. and not just as a rising power
ing and taking ad of other states.”

Dumg h on
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linked to global problems has b of
a pet project for Prof Tang, who was bom in colonial
Hong Kong to Singaporean parents and lived there
when he was young.
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‘Itis nota
question of
one power
removing
another but
that there is
now a
whole
system with
established
norms and

institutions.’

= Professor James
Tang (above), Dean
;ﬂhﬂm

in the aaﬂy days before Singap
as patri Chinese
mothertand,” he says.

But the bﬂlarly cold Beijing weather, together with
the social isol; his p te faced as oulsid
and disillusionment of the political situation in China
al that time, caused them to move to Hong Kong, he
recalls.

“| always had this fascination about what actually

g 1o help the

ple, (Telco equip
Huawei, and major Chinese banks are becornnng
more willing to embrace that idea,” he notes.

Power transition theory

Currant thinking about how great powers behave to-
wards each other is characterised as power transi-
tion theory. This refers to the idea that war is likely
when a challenger 1o the dominant power appears,
as seen in many times in history.

A rising, selfish China hungry for more resources
will become’ more aggressive and eventually clash
with the US, theorists argue. Prof Tang subscribes
to another school of thought that argues that global
institutions can ensure iang—lerm narws of peace
triumph. Even as China is

happened in China, That led me to have an interest
in und ing political d pments In China
and political science in general.”

Prof Tang was trained by academics subscribing
to the “realist” school of thought in international
relations — those who believed that in the global
arena, states are preoccupled with seeking more
power and resources to survive in an international
environment characterised as anarchical. The arms
race that results will lead to war even if nobody
wants it, realists posil,

But he was soon involved in work that
complicated this view of the world. Around the year
2000, Prot Tang did extensive fieldwork on China's
t:xmgﬂ policy, from a bottom-up perspeclive by

globally, it faces new challenges, hesays
'rhoremrulsenousptobieﬂ\smlrmgrm
like poverty and

king at the external relations ol Chinese

provinces.
"My hypothesis was that for a couniry as big as

development, as well as environmental issues.
Resources also need 1o be in place within the
international community to deal with virus outbreaks.
The wanu Hsailh Orgamzalm has certain

ina, i in the North-east and South-wes!
will have different gaopolitical interests. The
North-east would be far more concerned about
what's going on in Korea and the Russian Far East.
The South-west would be more concerned with
Indo-China, South-east Asia, and provinces like
Guarmdongandewlmvelu stronger links
the of Chinase

P an g. Even in
Singapore we have haze issues, water scarcity and
food security issues.

“Traditional power ion th tend not to
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"l visited individual provinces, talking to people in

having 1o deal with food security and air poliution

charge of fure:gn trade, in

N i mth Chinese. | want

F “So people are quite frustrated, particularly the

g . reports, Y
available dwumenls.

“Local officials say they support the national
agenda and follow the directives bul if you look at
the specifics, you know they have differant interests
in the relationships they cultivate. It confirmed my

ions that local gover in diff

parts uf China have a more complicated external
relalions agenda than what is commonly perceived.”

it was also lntarestlng 1o study how local
@ band together to lobby the
central government, he adds.

“Thal project led 10 observations that m-a isa
country rising and b g more I, but

growing middle class. They feel they made it and
have more resources, but the quality of their lives
seems not to be improving as fast. They are also
more worrled about the future of their children.”
The recent Third Plenum policy land reforms,
where farmers have more say Mr non-agricultural
land rights, will But
moving to key cities like Beijjing and Shanghans still
difficult without money or connections, he says.
Intellectuals are getting worned, Prof Tang says.
I went 1o a couple of bookshops frequented by
intellectuals and college students in Beijing.
Best-selling titles included one on the final year of
the Soviet Union, | guess people are interested in

foreignpohcydmmaimnghna is not simply
@ matter of national leaders issuing orders in
Beijing,” he says.

Internal strife
On China's internal politics, Prof Tang thinks that
while there is tremendous frustration in Chinese
society over the lack of opportunities and rising
inequality, China does not appear to be in danger of
collapsing immediately as a Communist Party-run
entity yet.

“The discontent in the country has not g d

the parallel. | was told that Animal Farm, by
George Orwell, was selling well in another
book: o

Looking ahead, Prof Tang says he is confinuing

to bring ewenms in solving ma}—lﬁa 1B5U8S and
I policy p 1o SMU poli

slucl-on:s mslead of samply Iwus:ng on classroom
work. For g in a joint
class between SMU and the Unlvelsﬂy of Southem
California (USC) last year worked together on a re-
port on US relalions with East Asia by doing policy
research and talking to experts in the field. They

coherent, organised opposition forces that would
overthrow the Party,” he says. | don't see any
equivalent ol the Arab Spring taking place.
Institutions in general are still aﬂucl'm. there is still
continuing economic progress.”

In fact, some political scientists have been trying

p d thair dations in a public forum
ised by the A Chamber of Ci
in Slngapore

“This year, the joint class will visit Washington to
meat those from the policy-community and spend
fime at USC in Los Angeles before we return to
Singapore for more work and for our public
" he says.

to explain why China's poli yst is still
working despite the vannus challenges it is lacing,
he says. Prof Tang cited prominent Harvard

" “Former President SR Nathan who is
Distinguished Senlor Fellow at the School inferacts
with our studenls and faculty, and we have also

University schelar of Chinese history and pollllcu.
Elizabeth Peny as an ple. The whao
‘was a visiting professor at SMU has done extensive

-at-Large Bilahari Kausikan,
rorelgn policy advisor and former permanent

ina's . or + I at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as Senior
;er:;:;:h oo Ghin's . &rd/pop Feiluww ptowdsourau.ndsnls more opportunities 1o

G ocial interact with practinoners.”
provided a vent for peopie’s | and also mfwml':an: = ':hwm:“ muﬁm
serve as a means for the cenfral government to keep larnal\:vﬂdmw m“:g"p
their fingers on the pulse of potential problems,” Prof
Tang says, summing up her arguments,

“The credibility of the central government is still

fatively high and ints are often di at | This is the seventh in a monthly
focal officials. If the central govemment can move in | series by the Singapore
and resolve problems. their legitimacy could be | Management University. Next
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SMU Master of Tri-Sector Collaboration

CREATING THOUGHT LEADERS TO BRIDGE
BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY.

The new Singapore Management University Master of Tri-Sector Collaboration empowers emerging lea
businesses, governments and civil society to work together to develop sustainable solutions to the world's
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This integrated programme provides a toolkit of collaborative and management skills to deal with a future

complexity and scarce resources

. Interdisciplinary training will come from both

practitioners, and you will build up your network with peers from all three sectors across
will be conducted in 11 intensive weeks over an 18-month period, starting from January 2015

The application period will open in March 2014 and close end-September 2014, or when the programme is fully
subscribed, whichever is earlier. Email us today and stay informed of upcoming information
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