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'Mutual exchanges between our countries are as strong as ever' 

Inte~ew with Polish 
ambassador to Singapore 
Waldemar Dubaniowski 
9: Poland-Singapore relations. are 
~ e v e r ~ , ~ t l l e r e -  
c%ntvisdtofthePoliI3hRIme~ 
and the dg&g of some agreema@. 
What is $our assessment of Ues be- 
tweenth;Bmcouflws? 

A: Relatlomhips between our two 
comtrh intendled last jwc. Follow- 

P o ~ ~ s  suc~easful ~ m -  
*xi to a sbrong market ecwlomy* not 
~ - - . b r r t , v e r g i m p o -  
br. fnvesdmmts and economic Ues are 
ontherise. 
This year has seen a growing 

rumaber ofpeo*to-~pl€l  con^ 
0nthe~~leoalOlaprhneMitds- 
ter's vfddt wau tmd- 6he most 
ai@amt but not the only one. He 
was accompanied by Minister of 
l k a a r y  Mikolaj h d z a n d  who 
is cMeflg mqmsible for Mess. In- 
msbnents and privattsatton 'Minis- 
t e r s d t o p ~ f c q m t h e ~  
9 OfResional -pent. m 
ofFoteignA5ira a n d ~ o f B n -  
~ c & m e a s w e I l o n ~ o a -  
d o n s .  Elepresenhtives of Polish 
~ ~ l i ~ s u c h a s ~ y -  
ers of Poland and Polish Chamber of 
Co- have been hem mently to 
explore o p p o ~ t i e s  for mess co- 
-011. 

Since I wm appointed to Singa- 
re in 2009. I haw been witnmbg g e growth of P& presence here. 

singapom attracts yomg Polish pro- 
Iesstonalswhocomehemtoworkfor 
intarnational companies orbaahbut 
also to contribute to innovattva re- ' 
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search projects at the NUS. SMO or 
other reputable Singaporean re- 
search ~ o f l s *  student exchange 
fstbrMng,tao.NosmpriseasPoland 
has bcm home to some of the b m -  
test sdeatif£c minds, crowned by a 
few Nobel priaes. Polish people hawe 
a wry good image of Singapore and 
lots of respect for its economic sue- 
a s s  and the organisation of your 
state. There is a positive sentiment 
about Shgqme as a pomtld mod- 
ern a d  rallsble partner fqr Poland. 
both in business and howledge ex- 
chanse. 

E u r ~  2012 also mtly co~tribu- 
tedtQourcloserties.Both~por6- 
a n s d t h e P o l b h p e o p l e m h t  
football fans and I know that quite 
some S ~ p O r e a w  travelled to Po- 
land for @ champiomhip and came 
bakk with very fond memorLes of 
Polish hosphbty. I have avivid mam- 
oryofttae Elm 2012 openingcenrmo- 
ny live screening at Ciarke Quay. 
whw. nrmt to a p u p  of Po&& fans. 
h ~ o f l o d f o o t b a n l o ~ w e r e  
enth- chewing for Poland. 
That was a mom moment for me as 
IamnotonlyaiimtbaUhnbutalsoen- 
fw Pww myself. I - P- md 
honoured to have played for the 
strong SiuJppe P8rliament Fwtbdl 
Team h th#execulive footban charigr 
'Footbsll W@ A Heart". I ibd it, by 
no doubt, the most friendly and 
~ = ~ = Y O ~ - - ~ U B S .  

Polish scientis& in phgslcsworhtrg h 
s u d l ~ ~ c e n t r e s a s  
Centre for. Quantum Technologies 
and Singapore Synchrotron Light 
Source. I am proud to say that the 
Polish commmily in Sinsapore is per- 
haps not large but of top quality and 
P~~~-~O~MW-BD. 
dety in science, academia and busi- 
ness. 

The.Mernorandum Ofunditrstand- 
h g  beween.A+Star and the 
Polish MiniseJr of Sdenca continues 
tobeamiktonedewehmmLwfth 
P o H a h ~ ~ c a p B f o r C o l -  
laborative research proposals 
launchdinsuehareasasdisruptive 
technologies and security fn cyber- 

Qe The recent siguing of the double 
hwtlw agreement has been a good 

. ~ ~ . W h s t f l i r u i e r ~ -  
tiori do you see in the konomic 
sphere anil how canwe m-ben- 
~ h ~ ~ ~ a s t h e  
drive towords W t e r  tegional eco- 
node Wqpihn snd FTAs? 

A: "Death, and are the ody 
~ ~ i n ~ ' - y o n ~  

know the saying. We cannot avoid tax- 
es but the revised double taxation 
agreament wiU at least eaae the tax 
burden and Vcrm make it even more at- 
tractive for Polish and Singaporean 
wmjtanhtodo~withonean-  
other. Our economic ties should also 
bendt &om the prospective Free 
Trade -merit betwmn Shgapore 
9nd the European Union, which 
migl$stinbe~eventMsyear.  

h%2?--tm0wnin the R d o f n ~ 0 1 1 8 , d  
bilateral agremmb are growing in 
-*a- ~ts stable and growing eeono- 
m y * ~ ~ ~ b y t h e r e c e n t e e o -  
n o m i c t u n n m t l i n ~ ~ 1 ~ -  
tion; and skilled and competitive la- 
born. Poland is acRlany an ideql gate- 
waytostartdoingbasiaeaswithBy 
c o ~ P o ] a n d i s ~ b e c o m -  
ingaregionallmbinCenImland~ 
e r n ~ f o r c o m p a n i e s h o t k  
Asianunm~andwouZdmalrean 
eaoalment hub for Singapomm opera- 
tionsiuthemghn.WithSingapmebg 
iag a regional hab for South-bast 
Asia, our countries could actually 
form a bridge between the two re- 
gions fix hta-m@od trade and in- 
vestments. 

Llke Siugapore, Poland in buildfrrg 
in an attempt to diversify its energg 
sources, a modern LNG t o m h d  on 
the Baltic Sea which will mate new 
oppottunities tn ING transport and 

Poland i s  also consideting shde 
gas exploracIon and production as al- 
ternatives to the current tech- 
n o l o g i e s . O l l r ~ g a s ~ a r e d -  
SOateabY-expert s~~~~mrmg 
the largest in Europe. Renewable 
sourcesofenergy~aswindbb 
mapsiandbiogasarealsogrowhgtn 
- 0 ~ -  

Polish are on the path of 
r n o d ~ ~ h n d  have some strong 
patmers which you will mcogr&m 
K s p p e l ' s ~ w i t h P o ~ o m n -  
pany Budimex has just won aUSS124 
million contract for a wasbtd-amgy 
pmjeet i Pohnd 

Q: Both our cormtries u e  strong in 
R&D and'whmtion. What opporftmi- 
ti~danwamalreuseoftobuildon 
t b l l p a n d r n ~ ?  

A: I;ike Singapore. again* Poland is 
known to 'be a wturce of Wen-educat 
e a - d ~ a k i l l e d s t a f f h ~ .  

'Polish people have a very good image of Singapore and lots of 
respect for its economic success and the organiwtion of your state.' 

- Waldemar Dubaniowski 

QeT%ereismuchtobegained&om 
triuleaswellasmutualexdwqwfn 
otherareaswrchasR&D,betweenthe 
trrpo countries and into the regions 
around them. How .has this pro- 
p s w d  and what are some of the 
trendspuseegohrBfolward? 

A: Mutual exchanges bemeen our 
comtries am as strong as ever. nade  
flows between Poland and Siagapom 
areriaingasthemutualtradevolume 
went up nearly respectable 30 per 
tenth the ppiolls year. 

In R8rD. renowned professor WI- 
esbw Nowinski aqd h@ team yo&- 
ing for A% invariably make us 
proud by their achievements in 
g r o u n d b m  rewardl on brain at- 
h s .  In recognition of his conlribu- 
tlok Polish foundation Tmaz Po- 
awarded hfm the tltb of BmfDEmt Pole 
inirsktest~on. 

Astaadytra5cofWellectual.and 
sckmmcaxchaage between our mun- 
m~takcsplaoealsoinoth~areas. 
AtNUS.theraaremorethanadcnen 
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Bsot foot fornard: Ambassador Dubanwwski. in his Number 33 shirt, 
playing for the Singapore Parliament team in-the executive football 
charityjimdraiser 'FootbaU with a Heart: 
Right: High-tech android created by Polish scisntists at Warsaw's 
Copernicus Science Centre. prmros: EMW OF POW 

'ermission required for reproduction. 

modern technologies and engineer- 
ing. Worldwide, Polish programmas 
=d--eonsisOemSly-hfsb 
iu i n t e m a m  compelition. This po- 
tential has been fecognised by major 
players in the market, and the 
number of shared senhe and R&D 
mmesin Poland is always gmmhg. 
Goo*. Samsrmg. Krol on- In- 
tel, Motorola. !&he, C b a  and Clti- 
bank have all located their R&D cen- 
tres in Poland. 

A mtmber of irmovative and most 
htemahq technologies come from 
Poliahrmi-and-insti- 
hrtes. I can mention the axample of 
graphme - an allotrope of wbon 
~ m o l r e s a # u p 8 r ~ u c i v e , ~ -  
ly ' resistant and ewe rnatbrial. 
P ~ ~ ~ w e r e t h e o n e s t o f i a d  
a way to tramfet the production of 
thls Nobel Prlze-awarded substance 
h m  laJlorat4t.les to lactories. 

wamaw Lsnivem of Technology 
is  working on mvolutbmry h i m -  
ph& for bone h e  mmwmction; 
a n o t h e r ~ e ~ b a s j u s t  
aeatedamodernaviauiuUwnzavae 
~ t h a t ~ a n b e e o n v e n i e m s l g ~  
~withfoodorwaterinsOeadofin: 
j-ns. Such techuologles haw- a PO- 
teqtial to spur new sdentlfic develop- 
ments and create opporturdUes for 
commercialisathntlon I would love to 
see that done, in parthlat in Ada. 
~ u I 3 h ~ ~ ~ P ' J - - ~ o p e r a -  
tion. 

One -4 -=m4 
noIogiesw. to l o o k s t ~ E D w r l ~ e ~ ~ ~ D e F h -  Singapore has a strong po- 

sition in this fleld and at the same 
tLne Poland is now home to many in- 
novations. ineluding work on tanart 
wind tll&jn6s, Momaas plants, 80l8r 
coltectors, and on e a q y  dkiaq s+ 
hai~lls, tpdmmd energy demloh 
mat, and gas and water m m m t  
~ ~ s .  

Whenp~gotopoknd-ay l jme  
soon, I hope- youwillme- amodctrn 
a s w e l l a s m r y a ~ w ~ a n d  
y o u w i l l ~ l y e n j q ~ w f t h  
leisum. 

E d - - ,  
of the kpubli  of Poland 
in Singapore 


