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SMU, Mindef renew scholarship
programme for retiring SAF regulars

Lim Min Zhang

Master Warrant Officer (MWO)
Chia Mui Sowe currently trains mili
tary recruits but come next year, he
will be prepared for a job in corpo-
rate communications.

The officer commanding at Basic
Military School 2 has completed a
15-month Master of Science in com-

6 people who have re-

ceived the scholarship since its in-

ceptionin2014.
bond-f

munication pro-
gramme he took up in 2018 under
the Singapore Management Univer-
sity (SMU) Warriors Scholarship.
He is the first warrant officer

% hip, given
to military personnel who have
been in service for at least 10 years,
aims to help retiring servicemen
transition into their next career.

Master Warrant Officer Chia Mui Sowe (left), 54, and Colonel (Retired) Lai Hing Nam, 53, are recipients of the bond-free
Singapore Management University Warriors Scholarship. ST PHOTO: KELLY HU

The retirement age for Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) officers is 50.
Itis 55 for warrant officers.

“When the career transition advis-
ers told me that I could be the first
warrant officer to take this scholar-
ship, that motivated me to go
ahead,” MWO Chia, 54, told The
Straits Times last week. He is still
the only warrant officer to have re-
ceived the scholarship, but hopes

his example will spur more warrant
officers to follow in his footsteps.
“After taking the master’s, I re-
alised that communications is not
easy - the way you have to craft the
message for different audiences,
and answering to different stake-
holders,” he said.

Last Thursday, SMU and the Min-
istry of Defence (Mindef) renewed
the scholarship programme to co-
sponsor up to 30 postgradua
scholarships at an estimated cost of

1.5 million over the next four

years.
This is the second renewal of the
agreement since it was first inked
in 2014. The last renewal was in
2017.

The signatories at SMU that day
were SMU’s president, Professor
y Kong, and Chief of Defence
Force, Lieutenant-General Melvyn
Ong.

Prof Kong said at the event that
Mindef personnel bring with them
an “enriching plethora of view-
points, practical experience and di-
versity to the postgraduate learning
experience”.

She noted that the scholarship re
cipients continue to contribute to
society in various domains, such as
education, finance, entrepreneur-
shipand social work.

Lt-Gen Ong said the scholarship
isarecognition of servicemen’s con
tribution to the defence of the na-
tion, and an affirmation of their

knowledge, skills and experiences
acquired overamilitary career.

“This continued partnership with
SMU represents Mindef and the
SAF’'s commitment to equip retir-
ing service personnel with market-
relevant knowledge and skills, to
help them successfully transition to
asecond career,” headded.

The scholarship covers 15 post-
graduate programmes at the univer-
sity, such as a Master of Science in
economics and a Juris Doctor pro
gramme that leads to a first degree
inlaw,

Applicants must meet SMU admis
sion requirements, such as the Grad-
uate Management Admission Test
oritsequivalent.

Another recipient is Colonel (Re-
tired) Lai Hing Nam, 53, who took a
Master of Science in wealth man-
agement in 2016.

After his retirement in August
2016, he took up his current role as
director of operations at Cubic
Technologies, which provides train-
ingservicesand support for the Sin-
gapore Army.

He said: “In the SAF, the concern
was more about training, and less
about cost and profitabilit

“Now on the commercial side, the
focus is more about how to deliver
the best value to the customer... So
the master’s gave me this impor-
tant perspective.”
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