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DBS partners SMU on
sustainability initiative

Under the
DBS-SMU
Sustainability
Initiative, the
SMU Lee Kong
Chian School of
Business will
offer a major in
sustainability in
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ment University (SMU) are joining
hands on a comprehensive initiative
that focuses on promoting and grow-
ing sustainability. The lender plans
to contribute more than S$1 million
towards the programme and has
committed $$600,000 in the first
two years of the partnership.

Under the DBS-SMU Sustainability
Initiative, the SMU Lee Kong Chian
School of Business will offer a major
in sustainability in academic year
2019. There will also be funding for
sustainability research, scholar-
ships, fellowships and community
engagement. This will provide fur-
ther support to academics, busi-
nesses and students “passionate
about tackling real world sustainabil-
ity challenges”, the statement ad
ded.

The initiative will also see the in-
volvement of up to 10 social enter-
prises supported by DBS Founda-
tion, the bank’s social entrepreneur-
ship foundation. They include Ad
renalin, Bettr Barista, boxgreen, Cap-
tionCube, Edible Garden City,
Homage, Treedots, UglyGood and
WateROAM.

Each year, SMU will pair students
with relevant skills to work on pro-
Jjects related to organisational im-
provement in these firms. Students
will then provide support and re-
ceive on-the-job learning in various
areas of the businesses.

These include developing digital
strategies for media campaigns, rais-
ing visibility, fundraising, reviewing
current processes and minimising in
efficiencies; as well as exploring en-
trepreneurial approaches to benefit
clients and organisations. Each pro
Jject team will comprise two SMU stu
dents, with the first batch of project
teams expected to be in place from
May to July 2019.

The two inaugural DBS fellow-
ships created for the programme
will look to attract and retain re-
search scholars in the field of sus-
tainability, conducting research in
sustainability and expanding out-
reach efforts to “create meaningful
impact”.

Two new DBS Sustainability schol-
arships will also be established per
academic year for students looking
to make an impact for sustainability
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ness Study Mission per academic
year, starting in academic year 2019
for SMU students to visit regional
centres of excellence in sustainabil-

hope is that this partnership will cul-
tivate a thriving pool of talent and
businesses that will help us become a
world-class centre of sustainable de

the job market, foster research excel-
lence and build intellectual capacity
among its faculty members, as well
as raise the general awareness of sus-
tainability issues.
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