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Beefing up protection for women
and other vulnerable people like
minors is amajor focus of the
extensive Penal Code review - the
most wide-ranging since the last
landmark changes in 2007.

The 2007 exercise had asked
Parliament to consider some 81
amendments, including the repeal
of four provisions. This time
around, after two yearsand 14
meetings, the panel co-steered by
Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Office Indranee Rajah and Senior
Parliamentary Secretary for Home

Affairs and Health Amrin Amin has :

made 169 recommendationsina
500-page report.

One key focus is enhancing
protection for the vulnerable, such
aschildren, domestic helpers and
women. The committee has
proposed repealing marital

: immunity for rape and beefing up
: the penalties for offences

¢ knowingly committed against

: vulnerable victims.

These are timely moves, given

: therecent high-profile cases such

: asthat of convicted martial arts

¢ instructor Joshua Robinson who

: pleaded guiltylast year to nine

: chargesinvolving minors,

: including one charge of showingan
: obscene film to asix-year-old girl.

Aproposed new offence of

i “engaging in sexual activity before
: aminor under 18 or causinga
: minorunder 18 tolookat a sexual
: image”addresses such predatory
: offences.
i Also,aproposed new offence of
: “causing orallowing death or
: serious injury of child or
¢ vulnerable person” will draw ajail
: termofupto20years,anda
: possible fine and caning.
This comes on the heels of a case
i in2016 where amother who
: abused her two-year-old sonto
: deathover 25 dayswas jailed 11
years while her boyfriend, who was
: alsoinvolved, wasjailed 10 years
: andreceived 12 strokes of the cane.

The panel has also proposed

: raising the minimum age of

: criminal responsibility from seven
: yearsto10, bearingin mind the

: normabroadand to spare child

: Inaway, the moves reflect
i theraceto keep abreast of
i newnormsand

: developments.

i Newoffences have been

: created,suchas

‘no-outcome fraud”,
which addresses the
imitationsin the Penal
Code in dealing with
persons who have
committed fraud here.

ffenders from the damage caused
byan early entry into the criminal
justice system. Instead, such
ffenders will have to attend
reatment programmes.

Speaking last Friday, ahead of
he release of the proposals, Law
Minister K. Shanmugam drew

oung children, people who are
mentally challenged and maids
who canbe subject to abuse.
“Also, we want to deal more

otice to vulnerable victims suchas :

: effectively with whatIwould call
: the Joshua Robinson-type cases.
¢ Youngchildrenbeing exposed to
: unacceptable material, being
: sexually groomed. We want to deal
¢ very severely with that. So
¢ updatingthe law, changing the
: definitions, creating new offences
¢ inthat field.”

The committee alsounderscored :
: theneedtoaddressachanging
: crime environment and update the
: sentencing framework.

Inaway, the moves reflect the

: racetokeepabreast of new norms
: and developments.

New offences have been created,

Law Society president Gregory

: Vijeyandran points to “revenge
: porncases”where the lawwilldeal :
: with disgruntled people who

: circulate private pictures of their
: estranged partners.

The slew of proposals providea

¢ buffet spread where various
: interest groups may zeroin on
: theirareas of specialisation to

endorse or excoriate.
Veteran lawyer Amolat Singh

believes the committee’s cautious
: and calibrated approachreflects
: the provenschool of experience.

Hecites the proposed

ive

¢ P p

: (PrMS),whichrequirea court to

: impose a certain minimum

: sentence unlessthereare

: exceptional circumstancesin play.

He suggests the list of non-Penal

: Code offences targeted for this

: optionwill give time to gauge how
: the sentencing works outin

: practice before further tweaks can
: be considered.

Forastart, the PrMS will apply to

! atightly scoped list of nine

: offenices suchas engaginginthe

: business of selling Singapore

: passports and entering Singapore
¢ despitea prohibition of entry

: order. PrMS will not apply to

: offences under the Misuse of

: DrugsAct,amongothers.

Singapore Management

University associate professor of
¢ law Chen Siyuan argues that the
: “PrMSmay turn out to be slightly

unique in that the onus may now

i beontheoffender to show that he
: doesnot deserve the mandatory
: minimum”.

More views and submissions can

: beexpected in due course, says

: Association of Criminal Lawyers of
: Singapore president Sunil

¢ suchas“no-outcome fraud”, which :
: addresses the limitations in the

: Penal Code in dealing with persons
i whohave committed fraud here.

Sudheesan.
The proposed revisions are

: wide-ranginglike in2007. But the
: issuesback then were dwarfed by
i the debate on Section 377A -

: which outlaws gay sex.

Itis possible that the same

: section - which has been left

: untouched - will loom large again,
: giventhat India’s recent decision

: todecriminalise gay sex has

: broughtitbackin the spotlight.

Still, it would be a shame if that

i same animated cerebral energyis
: notchannelled into adding value

: tothe new Penal Code proposals

: thatarealready on the table.
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