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Headline: Banyan Tree's Ho is now more jackfruit than durian

Good

Banyan Irees
more jac

Maverick entrepreneur whose life
is filled with ironies is more
grounded, but has his zest intact
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Associate Editor

How could one life be so filled with
contradictions!

Bornin Hong Kong, raised in
Thailandin his early years,
educated inTaiwan,theUnited
Statesand Singapo

Nine years togethis irst degree.

Ho is now

fruit than durian

Lastmonth, his book Asking Why

responsibility and respect for the

“That'swhat I mean when I say

Wealways wanted tomake Banyan
Tree more accessible and that’s
what the other brands are for.”
The Angsana brand, he says, is
larger than the typical Banyan Tree
facility, Cassia offers
apartment-style living, and Dhawa

=

: ispitched toamuchmoreyouthful,

millennial price point.

Inhis mid-60s, Mr Hostill setsa
scorching pace, travelling outof
Singapore oncea week.

Still succession plans are in
motion. Alot ofthe hotel
operations have been decentralised
andhisolder sonisin charge of
Thai Wah, the family food business
listedin Thailand.

andaStraits Times Book Club event
that featured him registereda

and hotels,includingin Cubaand
Mexico.

Banyan Tree lays claimto

Hesays it has taken an effort to
dist: hers
run things, the reason he purposuly

recordattendance of morethan Itslast poke of pool-in-villatour andl | fearhemight
350 people aimingto grof charge of the proceedings.
Imet himat hi 5 d s Nmmgmmgmluxuwmumm Talking of SMU - the institution

like Singapo h atanunp p g he nurtured from conception -

dayhe turned 66 Wherei i b i tohisey

feistyas ever. GoingbyJapanese | from? affectingthe trade SMU, he says, is the university

standards of longevity - whichis Mr alliance MrH 5 f | thatisbest positioned for providing

aboutwhere Singaporeisroughly | struckupwith Isand the e .| talentfor the workplace of the

at-hefigureshehasjustreached | China’sV While there will always be the

Vanke group last year will
B:

future.
“Th

The backpackerwho once
]nnlln'h(’

P anyan
Tree. What s more, the

Drld

witha group leader holdingupa
small lag for easy recognition, ths
s

/ptof
v-nsmspued by the Argentine

<egues|nlo “rainbow tourism”.,

undertake his own motorcycle
journey in South-east Asia has lived
afulllife.

,it'salways been one

way, one colour - white people

travelling to exotic Asia," he says.
*“British officers travelling to

theaffluent,
experienced traveller.

“The New Big Thingis
experiential travel,” he says.

“Itis notjust about goingtoa
five-star hotel but enriching lives,

peopl
think, not whatyou think,” he says.
“Our whole pedagogy s so
different from other universities.
“Wehavejust45toa class,
classroomsare designed to
promote interaction. Oul students
are more articulate,
problem:solving andb h-zuer ableto

And, whi g
grounded now, he still has his zest
intact.

Looking back, he says he started
life as abanana - yellow on the

Punjab... Theg _Thatwas
the colonial period. Then, we had
(Vietnam and) the American
period. Now, for the first time in
world history, people of all colours

ing he world

ople.
Mr Hnwntes his

round you. Peop tointeract
withother people.

“Thisis why I am never afraid of
vigtalresliy vepmmg things.

autobiography, it promisestobe a
fascinating rea
Meanwhile, limpses arms rich

outside and white inside - a nthe

reference to his ethnicand early With 15 billion Chinese, 600 s he wroteto

cultural moorings. million in South-east Asiaand backpackingand hitc] hhlkmg -\skmg ¢ Why, acollection of his
Then,as rising prosperity in South Asia, ‘The sub-brand Banyan Tree puhl“hedwnrkﬁ and ‘pcechﬂ

iconoclast,he g h her 15 billion, the Escape, he say:

of aprickly durian, he says. Asian marketis huge initself. s wi ffering: "backwud L
Now that he and one iedtolocal with Islandin the 70s reminded me of

mellowing, 1 suggest it might
perhaps be getting time to consider
himselfto be more of amango -
yellow outside and inside, smooth
of skinand sweet as well.

country he cannot

aboutis Vietnam for its growth
potential, where he saysa series of

move out of the resort to enjoy the
f: i d the

Banyan Tree properties are
comingup and he got his casino

afterb
University for student act d

properties.
“1

the way Ernest Hemingway
romanced the French capitalin A
Moveable Feast, hismemoirsasa
youngexpatriate writer and

tobea:

Paris of the 1920s.

Mr Horecoilsinmack horrorand payingacentin | concept,” hesays,when Imention The bookalso has snatches of his
t speed money. that* luxurywirhoutgmlt"wnuld ardent pursuit of his grrlfrmnd
apt.“M: ) “Once GDP per probably Claire,

held in solitary confinement in

sweet,” he says, taken abackalittle.

Singapore for
sympathies. Yet, asked to be the
founding chairman of Singapore
Management University (SMU).

Aformer Internal Security Act

jackfruit instead.”

Banyan Tree getsits name from
Banyan Tree Bay in Hong Kong’s
Lammalsland, where he lived for

offereda People’s Action Party
ticket tostand in the 1984 elections
andrecognised with the highest of
government awards.

The plain-speakingjournalist for
the Far Eastern Economic Review
who,inlater years, would be
chairmanof government
broadcaster Mediacorp.

“Mylife s filled with ironies,”
acknowledgeslifetime maverick
Ho Kwon Ping, now best known as
the entrepreneur behind successful
globalresort (‘ham Banyan Tree

years with his new bride
Claire Chiangasamodestly paid
journalist with the Far Eastern
Economic Review inthe 1970s.

Butitalso stands for the tree that
for centuries has provided shelter
and shade for weary travellers
across continents.

Chancingupona disused tinmine
inThailand, Mr Hoand his brother
- anarchitect who designs his
properties - launched the frst
Banyan Tree resort in Laguna
Phuket, Thereafter, he b

certain level, tourism really booms
anditdoesn'tbecome a luxuryany
more,”he says

Fast facts
THE CHAIRMAN

HoKwon Pingis founding execu-
tive chairman of Banyan Tree
Holdings, chairman of Singapore
Management University and a
non-executive director of Diageo
Plc. Heis 66.

Mr Ho was educated in Tung-
hai University in Taiwan, Stan-
ford University in California, and
the University of Singapore,

describe the Banyan Tree brand.
“We got into luxury only because
itwas the easiest sector to enter.

into Laguna Phuket, Asia's first
integrated resort, he launched
Banyan Tree Hotels and Resorts.

Mr Ho and his wife Claire Chi-
anghave three children.

THECOMPANY

Banyan Tree Holdings operates
41 hotels and resorts in 24 coun-
tries. Last year, it had operating
profit of $75 million on turover

oflhe earliest resort owners in
distant as Bintan,

e publi
whobelieves that the Singapore
leadershipwould benefit from
drawingfroma widertalentpool
than

lndoncsuandlhe Maldives,
developing “integrated resorts", he
says, long before the Singapore

d th use!

Itisaper:
captivatedSii
decades.

forits own purposes.
These days, the group, which
carries areputation for social

degree.

He worked as a broadcast and
financial journalist and was the
economics editor of the Far East-
ern Economic Review. He joined
the family business in 1981, In
1994, after the success of rehabili-
tating an abandoned tin mine

of $318 mill
Its mgsmp resort BeyunTiee
Phuket 94, the

four decades.

Once, away from home and
missing her, he sentan
impassioned love note over the
telexat her then workplace, the
French Embassy. Unknown to him,
acopyhad routinely gone to the
ambassador and another to the
Quaid'Orsay.

The next time the envoy saw him,
Mr Ho thought there was a special
look in his eye, the diplomat
probably thinking that the young
Chinese Singaporean had some
Frenchinstincts in him after all

He refuses to discuss the
contentsof that note, saying he s
banned from doing so.

Allthat he will say is that it had
passages from the love poetry of
Pablo Nerudaand its celebration of
the human body.

Itried i

Angsana brand in zooo and the
company was listed on the Singa
pore Exchange in 2006. Other
brands in its stable include Cas-
siaand Dhawa, all namesof trees.

ywitha

line from Neruda’s Every Day You

Play: “Iwant to dowith youwhat
spring does with the cherry trees.”

Mr Holooked away and changed
the subject.

velloor@sph.com.sg

Mr Ho Kwon
Ping, who is
behind global
resort chain
Banyan Tree
Holdings,

says experiential
travel is set to
be the New Big
Thing, where it is
not just about
going to
five-star hotels
but about
enriching

experiencing the
world.
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