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SMU'’s new $70m building to be solar-powered
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The Singapore Management
University (SMU) yesterday
started the construction of a
new, environmentally friendly
building in Stamford Road that
willfacilitate hands-onlearning
forits students.

Called the Tahir Foundation
Connexion, the fully solar-pow-
ered, $70 million development

‘will support the university’s
SMU-X programme that
startedin2015.

SMU-X is designed to mimic
the workplace and allows stu-
dents from different disciplines
to tackle real-world challenges
bytaking onprojectsfromcorpo-
rate, non-profit and govern-
ment sector organisations.

This means students will
soonhave more opportunitiesto
network with start-up founders
and mentors, and work onreal-
worldprojects.

The new five-storey building
willfeaturefacilities suchasstu-
dent lounges, sleeping pods,
shower amenities and a “mak-
erspace” that is equipped with
3D printers and tools that stu-
dents canuse to create and build
prototypesfor SMU-X projects.

About 500 sq m of the 8,600
sq m development will be set
aside as incubation spaces for
start-ups:,",",
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The Stamford Road building is designed to meet the BCA’s Green Mark Platinum

certification and will be the first on-site net zero energy building in the city centre.
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It will be able to accommo-
date at least 80 start-ups per
year,up from40 now.

Preparationsfortheconstruc-
tion began in the first week of
this month and works are
expected tobe completed by the
end of next year.

Thebuilding willbe funded by
adonation fromthe Tahir Foun-
dation, aphilanthropic organisa-
tion, and a grant from the Build-
ing and Construction Authority
(BCA) under the Public Sector
Construction Productivity
Fund.

It is designed to meet the

tification. It will be the first on-
site net zero energy building in
thecity centre, whichmeansitis
self-sustainable as it generates
itsownpower.

Mr Desmond Lee, Minister
for Social and Family Develop-
ment and Second Minister for
National Development, said at
yesterday’s ground-breaking
ceremony that the completion
of the building “will take us
anotherstepforwardinouraspi-
ration of achieving super low
energy or evenzeroenergybuild-
ingsin Singapore”.
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