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Tony Tan
National Day
awards list

Former president conferred
Order of Temasek (First Class)

ElginToh
llepuly Political Editor

Former president Tony Tan Keng
Yam, 78, has been conferred the
nation’s highest civilian honour,
the Order of Temasek (First Class).
He tops this year’s National Day
awards list of 4,041 civilian and 583
militaryrecipients.

Dr Tan, whose public service ca-
reer spanned nearly four decades,
said he was “deeply humbled and
greatly honoured” by the award.

Inastatement, he said: “Together
with many of my generation, I was
privileged to serve my country, to
see it grow and thrive. It has been
truly rewarding to work for, and
alongside, so many Singaporeans
who envisioned a better future for
their children and grandchildren.”

Dr Tan is the ninth Singaporean
in history to receive the Order of
Temasek (First Class). The last tobe
given the honour was former minis-
terS. Dhanabalan, in 2015. Otherre-
cipients were: former presidents
SR Nathan and Wee Kim Wee,

tops

former ministers Goh Keng Swee,
S. Rajaratnam, Hon Sui Senand Lim
Kim San, and former chief justice
Yong Pung How.

Dr Tan earned a first-class hon-
ours degree in physics from the
University of Singapore. Healso has
a master's degree in operations
research from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and a PhD
in applied mathematics from the
University of Adelaide.

In 1979, he left his job as general
manager of OCBC Bank to enter pol-
itics, winning a by-election for the
Sembawang seat. He was MP for
Sembawang for the next 27 years.

In his ministerial career, he
helmed five ministries, starting
with educanon He was credited for

land technical

decisiveness. “He would say ‘yes or
no’and he would stick to it,” said Mr
Lee. Dr Tan, who is married and has
four children, was elected Singa-
pore’s seventh president, and
served one term from 2011to 2017.

Mr Dhanabalan paid tribute to his
former Cabinet colleague, noting
his significant contribution in run-
ning for the presidency. The other
candidates in the 2011 election
made promises beyond the consti-
tutional role of the president, said
Mr Dhanabalan, noting: “Dr Tony
Tan entered the fray and brought
sanity to the whole process.”

Coming after Dr Tan in the
awards list are two recipients of
the Distinguished Service Order:
Singapore University of Technol-
ogy and Design’s former chairman
Philip Ng Chee Tat, and National
University of Singapore Board of
Trustees’ former chairman Wong
Ngit Liong.

Mr Ng, 59, is chief executive of
property giant Far East Organiza-
tion while Mr Wong, 77, founded
and heads Venture Corporation.

Besides recognising individuals
who have served the nation, this
year’s National Day awards also
paid tribute to two groups which
worked on the Pedra Branca case
and the Trump-Kim Summit.
Formed from various ministries
and agencies, the groups received
the President’s Certificate of Com-

training opportunities and setting
up Singapore’s third university, the

As Singaporeans prepare to cele-
brate National Day today, Dr Tan
lled

Dr Tan also helmed the finance,
health, trade and industry and de-
fence ministries. In 1995, he be-
came deputy prime minister, a role
he stayed in for adecade. He left pol-
itics in 2006. He was founding
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew’s

andall the
task of nation-building, saying:
“Our nation remains a work in
progress, and Singapore needs the
service of men and women from all
walks of life to build on our strong
foundations to ensure an even
brighter future for our nation.”

first choice to be Si 's
second prime minister, but he de-
clined the post. Mr Lee once
praised him for his quick mind and
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Dr Tony Tan at the Istana in August last year. He is the ninth Singaporean in history to receive the
Order of Temasek (First Class). ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

Source: The Straits Times @ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction



