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who require shelter and security as
wellasalonger term bridging of
views forasustainable peace.

Inrecognition of the. comp]ex
nature of the current crisis in

This means that suppon for the

already poor sanitati
infrastucture and land, leading to

- fe
for

of views is important, as are rumour

i ility if ethnic
conflict cannot be addressed and
other challenges - suchas climate

: change, towhichitishighly

food msecunry and severe. health management ‘mechanisms.
the authorities need
local iti Thﬂcampsare that Muslim : susceptible - be addressed.
Iso close to the m inRakhine

sensitive part ofBangladesh. the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

SUSTAINABLE PEACE
Longer term, there isaneed to

state can havea peaceful, safeand
viable future, before the refugees
would voluntarily return.

: RELOOKING THE PAST

is part of many
other people’s grand plans (the
China’s One Belt, One Road

initiative; the China-Myanmar

i economic corridor; India’s Kaladan
: project) but the state does not have

stabilise the situationin Rakhine  : Finally, there is the thorny issue of any| grand plansofitsown.
stateand ds the narrow historical ive di i how to
1 e. d thepast. : bl ic growth
The recommendauonso[the Aswith many other conflicts, : can themselvesbepeacebuxldmg
Rakhine Advisory Commission historyiscontestedand different : Identity pohucs and the
headed by Dr Kofi Annan remain historical narratives have been : tendencyto view everything

vllal towards these ends, and are

depluyed to apponion blame and

refugeesin
particularas the cyclone season
and monsoon rains approach, isan

whlch will encourage therefugees
toreturn voluntarily.

DIALOGUE urgent priority. ; Somc ofthe measures include
First, there has to be aproper Beyond jtari; coming h
exchange of views between needs itis lmponant to; protect the process toallow freedom of
andthei i ‘whom even for non-citizens,

bolster

But Rakhine also hasanch
positive history of diversity and
prosperity - for example, the
Rakhine kingdom with its capital at
Mrauk-U was a cosmopolitan city.
t was the capital of the Arakan

: throughasingle lens of ethnicity is
: partlyalegacy of colonial rule
: fixing ethnic categories linked to

language or religion. But this tends

i toobscure other, more important
: dividessuchasbetween the rich

and poor. It supposes that identities
are immutable, rather than

y really are.

No category, including American,

Myanmar’s Rakhine state,and the commumty Manypeoplein are c" Id d ‘ - anda cess to verify citizens kingdom in the 15thto18th conungenl constructed, shifting
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onthe Rakhine crisis. mu of reald; agencyand hnnﬂ for evenmal return. peoplesand faiths, and wasa means the same thing today as it

Several practical, fo d-looking lities of thy Th givenc St Iso needed frequent stopover for Dutchand did 20 or200yearsago. And inthe
ideas emerged that could helpus i 1i young' going down the path of the lul of some |SO 000 Rohmgya Portuguese traders. 21st Century, linking citizenship or

hink h the Myanmar has i d innorthern Rakhine Teaching hlslnrymlhe rightway : rightstoethnicityisunhelpfuland

Rakhine crisis in the right direction. iled hy i iut_he human capital of state, including lifting the curfew canh ',, b isti

Thisis timelyas the United scaleof the crisisthe Rohingyahave  : Rakhi bean d endi: i il it Thisi: is important not just in Myanmar and the Rakhine state
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Myanmar fora aground feel of the fromthe international community. It : inthe refugeeareaaroundthe Cox’s : servicesandabilitytofindameans : tolerance for diversityand good : Bridging the gaps in historical

ituation dtorefocus : isii bridge th Bazar district of Bangladeshisvital : oflivelihood. governance across Myanmar, there : visionand trust are crucial for them

attentionon finding solutions. perspectivesifthereistobe progress : inordertoease the pressure of the Beyond this, trust building isunlikely to be sustainable to forge acommon peaceful future.
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ahumanitarian crisis.

Resolving this crisis calls fora
mix of measures that deal with both
the immediate needs of refugees

Bangladesh. It is unlikely that many
refugees will be able to returnto the

refugee flow creating the largest
refugee camp in the world, has

in inthe

food prices, d d

short to medium term.

drinking water and pressures on

community feel their voicesand
concernsare not being heard -
neither by the cemral government

Management University, member of

important to get p
about the future. The stateis hkely
to be more pmsperous more

northei

riskof

thel General's High
Level Advisory Board on Mediation,
and former UN Under-Secretary
General

Teaching historyin the
rightway can help build
cultures of tolerance. This
isimportantnotjustin
Rakhine state, but also
Myanmarasawhole:
Without progresson
tolerance for diversity and
good governance across
Myanmar, thereis unlikely
to be sustainable progress
ontheseissuesin Rakhine
state. Abetter
understanding of the past
canalso help people to
re-imagine the future.
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Major development investment

in the refugee area around the
Cox's Bazar district (left) is vital
to mitigate the negative impact of
refugee arrivals on the host

' community in one of the poorest

parts of Bangladesh, and where
refugees now make up one-third of
the population. PHOTO. REUTERS
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