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The debateat The Straits Times Edu-
cation Forumyesterday brought per-
tinent issues about the importance

tion and D (OECD),

The case for and against uni education

said: “The reliance on degrees ig-
nores so many other opportunities

P Thisargument is funda-
mentally flawed.”
Mr Schleicher also pointed out

high school graduates.

Arguing against the motion, Sin-
gapore Management University
law dean Goh Yihan said the pursuit
of university degrees s crucial to let-
ting people learn and practise their
social skills before they go out into
the real working world.

wrong?” Prof Goh asked students
seated in the 500-strong audience.
“Maybe your form teacher getsan-
gry, maybe some of your friends get
angry with you. But transport your-
self to the workplace. What if you
make a key decision in the work-
place and you get it wrong? You

ofauniversity degree to the fore. that we can have to build compe- that a big part of the local talent He said universities provide a  OECD director have very real-life consequences.
There was a di ion about tency their lives.” pool was being ignored, simply be-  safe space for peopletotry-andpo-  for education People get fired, people’s lives get

how an overemphasis on the paper Arguing for the motion “Youdon't  cause employers were looking only  tentially fail - without having to  and skills affected inavery serious way.”

chase may lead to the conflation of need a degree to succeed inlife”, Mr ~ at whether prospective employees  face more serious consequences in  Andreas He said that being in a university

what is i a whol icher went as far as to call the  hold degrees. the real world. Schieicher said it  pursuing a degree gives students a

education - in which one picks up  emphasis on degrees “oppressive”. “There is also evidence that sug- “In the safe environment of your s flawed to safe experience to learn social skills,

both hard and soft skills - and auni- His opponents, he said, seemed  gests that the skills level of adegree  |Cs (junior colleges) and your poly-  equate such as making judgments and deci-

versity education. to be arguing that a university edu-  holder s often overestimated.” technics, when youare studentlead-  education and sions, and, more importantly, the
Mr Andreas director i ly way He ined that studies have ers and have to make decisions, learning with a chance tolearn from mistakes.

for education and skills at the Or-  fullife. “They have equated educa- shown a significant overlap be- what is the downside? What is the  university

ganisation for Economic Coopera-  tion and learning with a universi tween universi d and  risk of you getting your decisions  experience. Fabian Koh

Source: The Sunday Times

@ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction



