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A bona-fide bond with students

They are highly acclaimed in their respective industries and active in their fields, but these educators are putting students first.

on a new role as Dean of S
Law from July 2017. Both have committed
1o sharng their expenences and knowledge

with the next generation of leaders, by
bringng their expertise 10 the Classmoo

Enabling a new generation
"Students are at the hearl ol what we
do here at the Singapore Management

University,” ¢ Goh

i1's @ ming-s&t that has clincheg him Six

says Associate Proles

leaching awards in his eight-year carear
ncluging 2016's SMU Schoot of Law Most

Outstanding Teacher Award. As co-ednor of

corporate, non-profit and government
sector organsations

Developing the X-factor in
students

SMU President, Professor  Amoud
De Meyer, elaborates on the course: *X
ds for many things: eXperimentation
ential, aXcitement, ¢

nteraction

n" In that

coflaboration and the unknow!
nky has been busy leading the
revamp of the current Information Systems
IS) major, while 2lso priming a new Smart
City Management and Technalogy (SMT)

Students are

at the heart of
what we do

here in SMU. ..

The true reward in
teaching is making
a difference in
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Association for Inforrnation Systems (AIS

Singapore  Management  University

SMU)'s faculty Bst

eads ke a who's
who of the profassions thay represent. Not
only are these subject experts
for thelr work off campus, their academic
careers have been equally luminous

Take Professor Venky Shankararaman
Associate Dean of the School of Information
Systems (SIS), whose 25 years i the 1T
industry have seen him gather accolade
after gecoiade. HIS career rokes range from
consultant for government and industry %
award-winning researcher and teacher. Or
Associate Professor Goh Yihan, youngest
recipient of the Singapore Acadermy of
Law's Singapore Law Merit Award and
renowned legal expert, who will be taking

imed

his students, “The law is supposed to make
the worid a better place.”

The board member of the Singapore
ion and the
Singapore Judical College makes it a point
10 ncorporate true-life examples into his
lessons—"for law I ntensely practical
and has real-lile consequences for very real
pecple,” he emphasses

Like Prof Goh, Prof Venky wants his
students 1o create value for society
through the work they do. He s a keen
proponent of SMU's multi-disciplinary
nitiative, SMU-X, which he sees as glving
SMU students a headstart when it comes
to making an impact on Industry. Through
ths new pedagogy. students benefit
from projects that hawe faculty members
mentoring them in their collaborations with

insitute o Legal Educy

» Prof Venky engaging his students during one of SMU's distinctive small classes
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Praf Venky lays ciaim 10 being the first
academic outsice the USA to be presented
the Award for Outstanding Contribution to
IS Education by the elite Association for
Information Systems (AIS). He has also
recewed the SAP Outstanding Academic
Award for Southeas! Asia

Beyond the honowrs, his enthusiasm for
what he does s comtagious. His students
consistently impress their industry partners
and have picked up the soft sidlls they need
10 Sucoeed at work, whether it is developing
the nght work attitude, leaming to nteract
with Co-workers and management, or
adapting to different ways of thinking

Bl Technologes  and

ormaton  course, which explores

ano practices thal lead to

progressive currculum review”. “Qver and

gents

beyond legal perspectives should

@50 be abie to approach topics from other
perspectives outsice of law, such as in 3
societal or commercial context. The future
of the legal profession promises muitiple
new opportundies o students, and we
need 0 anticipale and provide these
opportunities to 0w students,” he says

Both professors Insist that students
be the masters of their own learning. It
is, as Prof Venky says, how they will
“Ivwve in the work environment of the
foreseeable future " In the meantime, they
are standing by their studemts. “The true
rewarg n teaching.” Prol Goh declares
‘Is making a oifference in the students
learning journeys.”



